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Hassan: Med-Dead Canal dangerous 


S (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince 

^ ^ Israc5i project to open the 
Cahal b dangerous to Jordan's productive, industrial 
^.^?^7 tlir ^.P ro j e ^ which mainly depend on water. In a 
tefeyeioa interview m English this evening, Prince Hassan also 
pomfierf o at Ine danger of nuclear radiation emanating from 
auckarreactaa winch Israel plans to build on the banks o 
canal.Pri oce H assan explained the illegitimacy of Israel's tu 
the .Gaza Strip, whose fate has not yet been decided, fol 
-purposes of the canal. He said, “as usual Israel creates 
accompli and faces the world with them without anv reea 

international law." 3 6 



Klibi arrives in Istanbul 

ISTANBUL. Jan. 8 (A.P.) — Arab League Secret ary -General 
Chadli Klibi arrived in Istanbul today following official talks in 
Ankara. While in ihe Turkish capital. Mr. Klibi held a news 
conference on the developing Turkish-. Arab relations. In res- 
ponse to questions about reports that Palestinian forces were 
training Armenian extremists for attacks on Turkish diplomats. 
Mr» Klibi said. “We don't think some deliberate actions (by the 
Armenians) against Turkey are justified... we will even extra 
pressure to prevent these attacks.” Mr. Klibi described Turkey v 
policy towards .Arab countries as “excellent'’. Turkey should play 
a more active economic role in the Middle East, he added. He also 
called on the Turkish government u* try to mediate in the war 
between Iran and Iraq. 


V o l u me 7, Number 1855 


AMMAN, SATURDAY JANUARY 9, 1982 — RABIA AWWAL 13, 1402 


Price: Jordan 100 Sis; Syria 1 pound: Lebanon 1 pound: Saudi Arabia 1.50 rivals ; LAE 1 .50 dirhams: Great Britain 25 pence 


. ; UJS. drops suit 
j • against ATT 

: WASHINGTON. Jan. 8 (R) — 

’ The Justice Department ann- 
ounced today that it had dro- 
. ‘ pped a long- and costly antitrust 
(monopoly) suit against Ame- 
” rican Telephone and Tel- 
. j; egraph company (ATT) after 
- reaching a settlement with the 
firm. The department has for 
years sought to break up ATT, 
accusing the world’s largest 
non -government corporation 
'.l'- of monopolising the U.S. tel- 
eco mm unications industry. 
”■* The department announced at 
■' a press conference that ATT 
will undertake an 18-mcmth 
reorganisation after which 
local ATT telephone com- 
panies will be divested by the 
parent firm. At the same time, 

1 . informed sources said the gov? 
eminent and computer giant 
International Business Mac- 
- hines (IBM) were also exp- 
ected to announce shortly pro- 
? . grass towards settlement in 
• another major antitrust sub. 

’ 

R omanian envoy 
- . leaves Israel 



TEL AVIV. Jan. 8 (R) — A 
Romanian envoy left Israel 
today after delivering a mes- 
sage from President Nicolae 
Ceausescn to Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin and dis- 
cussing prospects of increasing 
trade between the two cou- 
ntries. Vassily Ptmgan spent 
three days in Israel during 
which he extended an inv- 
itation to Mr. Begin to visit 
Romania. The prime minister 
accepted but no date was set. 
The envoy brought a message 
dealing wfcb international, reg- 
ional and bilateral issues and 
took back with him what off- 
icials here described as doc- 
uments concerning the sit- 
uation in the region. No details 
were published. Romania is the 
only Eastern bloc state which 
maintains diplomatic ties with 
Israel and a spokesman for Mr. 
Begin said trade between the 
two countries was expected to 
increase following the visit. 
Israel imported $51 million 
worth of goods from Romania 
in the first 10 months of 1981 
and exported products worth 
$18 million, industry ministry 
officials said. 


I 

] Eitan pleased with 
J Gulf war 





TEL AVIV, Jan. 8 (R) — Isr- 
aels chief of staff, Lt. Gen. 
Rafael Eitan, was quoted today 
as saying it was a pleasure to 
see the Iraqis and Iranians lul- 
ling each other and it was unl- 
ikely the Gulf war would end 
soon. Interviewed by the aft- 
ernoon daily Y edict Aharonot, 
Gen. Eitan was asked whether 
Iraq and Iran might reach a 
ceasefire and join forces aga- 
inst Israel. “In theory this 
could happen but I do not see 
any sign thar would indicate in 
that dir ectio n,” Gen. Eitan 
said. “There have been some 
mediation attempts bin those 
two sides are so stubborn that it 
is a pleasure to see them killing 
each other — let them con- 
tra IK.” 
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Conservative MPs 
back Golan 
annexation 

THE AVIV, Jan. 8 (R) ~ - A 
visiting delegation of pro- 
Israeli British Conservative 
members of parliament toured 
the oc cupie d Golan Heights 
- today and, said they supported . 
the recent annexation of the 
region to. Israel. The del- 
egation. representing the 
“Conservative Friends of Isr- 
ael” parliamentary group in 
Britain’s ruling party, is here as 
guests pf the Israeli foreign 
ndmstty. John Blackburn, a 
delegation leader,' told rep- 
orters after tire tour , that the 
Golan Heights represented an 
JupMtant- strategic asset for 
otteriy support the 
Sep taken- by'Jhe Israeli gov- 
said. “It was the 
"BiQrt i©poxtant jftep taken in 
®*vpohticaI history of Israel 

^Icraxsay.thjsmthenaineof 

. a3 ^membersof tbeHouse of 
-“The, surrender of 
dat^ich bf the' Golan Heights 
.'rig 6q xtratqpcaJly and phy- 
^Spy^stpcide for the state of 


t'. .... ; 
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Qasem, Colombo hold 
first round of talks 


AMMAN, Jan. 8 (Petra) — The 
first round of talks between For- 
eign Minister Marwan A1 Qasem 
and Italian Foreign Minister Emi- 
lio Colombo, who is currently on 
an official visit to Jordan, began at 
the Foreign Ministry this evening. 

Mr. Qasem toW the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that the talks 
dealt with the history of the Pal- 
estinian problem and the suffering’ 
of the Palestinian people and the 
Arab World since 1948. 

Mr. Qasem said that Mr. Col- 
ombo told him that Italy is fuDy 
committed to the Venice Dec- 
laration and hopes that the plan as 
envisaged by the declaration 
would continue in order to boost 
the chances of establishing peace 
based on right and justice in the 
Middle East. 

Mr. Qasem also said that the 
lnr rfanifln-Itfltian talks, which will 
continue tomorrow, will deal with 
the prospects of cultural and eco- 
nomic cooperation between the 


two countries. 

Mr. Colombo arrived in 
Amman yesterday at the head of a 
delegation for a four-day official 
visit to Jordan. 

In a statement to Petra. Mr. 
Colombo said that he will have 
talks with Jordanian officials on 
strengthening relations between 
the two countries and the siruaiion 
in the Middle East in the light of 
recent developments in the area. 

Mr. Colombo added that he will 
discuss the role which Italy could 
play in supporting the efforts 
being made to establish peace in 
the area. 

Mr. Colombo was met at 
Amm an airport yesterday by For- 
eign Minister Marwan AJ Qasem. 
the secretary-general of the For- 
eign Ministry, the governor of 
Amman, the dean of the dip- 
lomatic corps in Jordan, the Ita- 
lian ambassador and the amb- 
assadors of the European Eco- 
nomic Community (EEC). 


Brandt Commission seeks 
ways to aid Third World 


KUWAIT, Jan. 8 (R) — The 
Brandt Commission on world 
development today sought ways to 
defuse a Third World debt crisis 
that could harm the Western 
World's banking system, com- 
missioners said. 

High world interest rates div- 
erting money away from pro-' 
ductrve investment have helped 
create a critical problem in the 
poorest countries of the world, 
they said as the commission began 
to wind up two days of talks. 

The Brandt Commission, which 
is trying to dose tire economic gap , 
between the rich and poor cou- 
ntries of the world, is meeting to 
follow up on a summit conference 


of 22 world leaders in Cancun, 
Mexico, last October. 

The commissioners said today 
the world financial situation had 
worsened considerably in the two 
years since the group published 
recommendations for alleviating 
the plight of the Third World. 

“The position especially of 
some less developed countries had 
become critical and even some 
middle .income developing cou- 
ntries are now having problems 
repaying their debts,” a com- 
missioner said. 

“The impact on the Western 
b anking system has been greater 
than we expected when we wrote 
our report,” he added. 


6 Baha’i leaders reported 



His Majesty King H ossein meets King Khaled of Saudi Arabia Thursday at the Saudi royal camp 


(Photo by Zohrab) 


Street clashes in Beirut continue 
despite enforced truce; 


BEIRUT, Jan. 8 ( A.P.) — Drizzly 
rain helped armoured Syrian pea- 
cekeeping units cool four days of 
street clashes between Lebanese 
militiamen from pro-Iranian. 
Communist and pro-Iraqi factions 
that claimed 14 lives and injured 
53 people in Beirut a police spo- 
kesman 'reported today. 

But he said the heavily armed 
antagonists were still locked in 
house-to-house combat in two 
small localities around a mid-city 
Beirut mosque and warned the 
ongoing fighting could rekindle 
widespread hostilities in the seven 
major residential neighbourhoods 
where the Syrians enforced a cea- 
sefire. 

The spokesman, who declined 
to be named in keeping with gov- 
ernment rules, said the localised 
fighting centred around the mos- 
que of the lower Basta low- 
income neighbourhood where the 
three warring factions maintain a 
string of branch offices. 

Troops, tanks and armoured 
cars from the all-Syrian Arab 
Deterrent Force, a 22.000-rran 

shot in Irao 


army that polices Lebanon's civil 
war armistice, sealed off the emb- 
attled localities and prepared to 
move in to disengage the com- 
batants, the spokesman added. 

In the adjacent neighbourhoods 
of Kbandak A1 Ghamcek. Upper 
Basta. Zukak Al Balat. Batrakieh. 
Mar Elias, Haysl Lija and Mus- 
saitbeh, hundreds of families cau- 
tiously climbed out of basements 
and tomb shelters as Syrian lou- 
dspeakers announced assurances 
at mid-afternoon that the cea- 
sefire was taking hold. 

There was an acute shortage of 
bread and food in the troubled 
neighbourhoods because bak- 
eries, shops and butcheries rem- 
ained shuttered for more than two 
days by the fighting that also cut 
off drinking water supplies and 
electric power currents. Hard- 
pressed inhabitants telephoned 
appeals for break supplies to fri- 
ends in adjacent areas. 

The fighting pitted Amal, a Shi- 
ite militia loyal to Ayatollah Ruh- 
ollab Khomeini" s regime in Iran, 
agitr.s* :h; private amiics of tic 
pro-Soviet organisation of Com- 
munist Action in Lebanon and the 
Socialist Baath Parry. 


14 killed 

The three groups have long 
been feuding for iocal dominance 
in Shiite-populated nei- 
ghbourhoods. They frequently 
clashed in street battles that cla- 
imed more than 1 00 lives in Beirut 
and other Lebanese cities last 
year, according to local newspaper 
estimates. 

The latest flare-up prompted a 
cancellation of the week-end 
horse races in the mid-city track 
and touched off public calls by pol- 
iticians. clergymen and spo- 
kesmen for business communities 
for a dimilherisation of the Leb- 
anese capital. 

Prime Minister Shafik .AJ Waz- 
zan lamented the worsening sec- 
urity conditions and criticised the 
presence or private armies in res- 
idential neighbourhoods, saying 
the casualties in the last four days 
were mostly among civilians. 

The government is yet unable to 
rebuild the nation's regular army 
and police forces up to an efficient 
and law-enforcing level since their 
disintegration davlr.c ihe i9"5-7S 
civil war between Lebanon's rig- 
htists and an alliance of leftists and 
Palestinians. 


Discussions during one-day visit 
centred on closing Arab ranks 

King returns after 
talks with Khaled 


AMMAN. Jan. 8 t Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein returned 
home rodav at the end of a 24- 
hour visit to Saudi Arabia. 

During the visit, the King met 
with King Khaled of Saudi Arabia 
and discussed with him the latest 
developments in the Middle East 
and means to unify Arab ranks to 
cope with all challenges. 

The two manarchs, and top 
level officials from both countries, 
held a meeting at the royal camp in 
the Saudi desert last night. The 
two sides made a comprehensive 
assessment of the Arab situation 
in the light of current dev- 
elopments on the Arab and int- 
ernational levels. They also rev- 
iewed means to build effective 
Arab solidarity to cope with all 
new developments and to serve 
the supreme Arab interest. 

The two sides also discussed bil- 
ateral relations and cooperation in 
the various fields for the benefit of 
the two fraternal countries. 

The meeting was attended from 
the Jordanian side by Prime Min- 
ister Mudar Bad ran. Chief of the 
Hashemite Royal Court Ahmad 
Al LawzL Court Minister Amer 
Khammash, and Commander- 
in-Chief of the Armed Forces Lt. 
Gen. Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker. 

On the Saudi side the meeting 
was attended by the Second Dep- 
uty Prime Minister and Com- 
mander of the Saudi National 
Guard Prince Abdullah Ibn Abdul 
Aziz. Defence Minister Prince 
Sultan Ibn Abdul Aziz, and the 
Saudi Ambassador to Jordan She- 
ikh Ibrahim Al Sultan. The King 
had received earlier Saudi Foreign 


Minister Prince Saud Al Faici!. 

The King and the acc- 
ompanying delegation left Riyadh 
this morning for Medina. Fhev 
were seen off by King KhaieJ. 
Prince Abdallah. Prince Sultj-i 
and highranking Saudi orfici.th- 

In Medina, the King and the 
accompanying delegation vhite.i 
the holy Mosque and P.vpl.et 
Mohammad's tomb and read pra- 
yers there. They ulvi visited the 
tombs of the first two 
caliphs— Abu Bukr and Omar. 
The King was received ar.J seen 
off ut Medina by Governor of 
Medina Prince Abdul Muli-dr. Ihr. 
Abdul Aziz and senior officials a! 
the city. 

On his arrival at Amman Air- 
port. the King and the Jordanian 
delegation were met by Hi- Rujal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament, the president of the 
National Consultative Council, 
the ministers and senior civilian 
and military officials. 

Upon departure from Saudi 
Arabia, the King sent a cable to 
King Khaled thanking the Saudi 
monarch for the warm welcome 
and hospitality accorded to him 
and to his delegation during their 
visit to Saudi Arabia. The King 
said in his cable that the visit was 
an opportunity to exchange views 
and consultations for the benefit 
of the Arab Nation, and for the 
sake of sincere and constructive 
joint Arab action and solidarity. 
The King wished in the-cablc hea- 
lth and happiness for King Khaled 
and progress and prosperity for 
the fraternal Saadi people. 


Iraq resumes pumping oil 


LONDON, Jan. 8 (R) — Iranian 
firing squads have shot six more 
leaders of the Baha'i religion, acc- 
ording to a Baha’i statement iss- 
ued in London today which acc- 
used Iran’s government of trying 
to root the faith out from its bir- 
thplace. 

The Baha’is form the biggest 
religious minority in t!.e country 
, whose ruling Shfite clergymen 
consider it heretical. 

The statement, issued by the 
Baha'i national assembly, said the 


six, five men and a women, were 
arrested last month and executed 
on Jan. 1. 

A woman in whose bouse they 
were seized had also been put to 
death, the statement said. 

It said revolutionary courts had 
sentenced them to death without 
^charges and without a trial. 

The Baha'i statement said: 
“The Iranian government seems 
determined to pursue its sys- 
tematic- campaign aimed at the 
extermination of the Baha'i rel- 


igion in Iran by executing their 
prominent members, confiscating 
all* Baha'i properties and per- 
secuting the 300.000 Baha'is in 
that country." 

Exiled representatives of the 
faith in the West appealed to Ira- 
nian leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khometr: vested to end what 
they said were summary arrests 
and executions of Baha'is in Iran. 

In a telegram issued in New 
York, they said the Iranian gov- 
ernment had officially ack- 
nowledged the execution of 97 
members of the Baha'i faith since 
the 1979 revolution which swept 
the Shah from power. 

Hundreds of Baha'is were being 
held in prison on unsubstantiated 
charges, the telegram addressed to 
Ayatollah Khomeini said. 

Eight members of the Baha'i 
national spiritual assembly in Iran 
were shot last month. 

Exiled Baha'is alleged the eight 
were executed for their religious 
beliefs but the chief justice of the 
supreme court. Ayatollah Mou- 
ssavi Ardabili. said yesterday they 
had been convicted of spying for 
foreign countries which he did not 
name. 

According to Iranian sources 
contacted from London, the fun- 
damentalist authorities in Tehran 
have recently asked government 
employees to state their religion in 
an effort to purge the Baha' is from 
the civil service. 


Sudan closes universities 
following student protests 


KHARTOUM, Jan. 8 (R) — Sud- 
anese universities closed ind- 
efinitely today following four days 
of student demonstrations. The 
authorities s?id that the capital's 
four institutes of higher education 
were closed “due to recent events 
which have made the atmosphere 
unsuitable for study.” 

The demonstrations, broken up 
by police with the use of tear gas, 
were sparked by sharp increases in 
petrol and sugar prices. 

The capital was quiet yesterday 
but universities were sealed off 
and police warned that cars pas- 
sing nearby might be stoned by 
angry students. 

Petrol went up 30 per cent and 
sugar 60 per cent in a government 
austerity programme to eliminate 


expensive subsidies. 

Secondary schools were closed 
last Sunday after pupOs rampaged 
through the streets, setting fire to 
shops, cars and petrol stations. 

Khartoum's police com- 
missioner told Radio Omdunnan 
today one demonstrator died and 
two were injured when police 
opened fire on crowds on Wed- 
nesday. 

Earlier reports said there had 
been no casualties. 

The commissioner, giving the 
first official account of (be dis- 
turbances. said police fired in 
self-defence after demonstrators 
attacked a police car with stones 
.and petrol-bombs. 

He said seven policemen were 
injured. 


U.S. envoy to Italy* says Red Brigades fail 


ROME, Jam S (A.P.) — U.S. 
Ambassador Maxwell M. Rabb 
said today, the Red Brigades kid- 
nappers of U.S. Brig.- Gen. James 
L. Dozier have “failed in their 
objectives.” » 

“This event has not altered in 
the least the closeness of relations 
between the United States and 
Italy ” the envoy said in remarks 
prepared for a’ dedication cer- 
emony at a home for the elderly 
near Udine in northern Italy. 

“It has not touched the Western 
allian ce. I have seen no evidence 
that it has altered in the slightest 
Italy’s traditional practice of lib- 
erty and democracy," he said. 

Mr. Rabb called the Dec. 17 
abduction of the 50-year-old gen- 
eral “a cowardly attack by a small 
group which lacks the courage and 
the ideological substance to cany 
its views directly to the Italian 
people and have them judged 
•democratically 

Acting on tips by anonymous 
callers, police scoured wide areas 


near Pisa in central Italy for a ter- 

MeanwhiQe a Soviet newspaper 
suggested today that the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) may 
have been involved in the abd- 
uction of Gen. Dozier. 

In a report on the Red Brigades, 
the newspaper Sovietskaya Rossia 
(Soviet Russia) said "the actions 
of the Red Brigades have nothing 
in common with the truly working 
class and democratic movement” 

“Moreover it is known that pre- 
cisely that group closely coo- 
perates with U.S. special services 
and often stages provocations on 
the CIA’s instruction,” the new- 
spaper said. 

“It seems that the Red Brigades 
did not abduct Gen. Dozier on 
their own initiative. At least the 
U.S. embassy in Rome avoids any 
comment on this," Sovietskaya 
Rossia said. 

The newspaper added that it 
was “strange" that the Red Bri- 
gades have not made demands for 
Gen. Doziers release. 


rorist hideout where Gen. Dozier 
might be held. 

Police also searched boats moo- 
red along Lake Garda north of 
Verona where Gen. Dorier was 
kidnapped by four men posing as 
-plumbers. 

In Rome, an inter-cabinet 
commission on security adopted a 
series of unspecified anri- 
terrorism measures. Government 
officials said the measures would 
be made public after being pre- 
^ seated to the parliament. 

Yesterday, a NATO spokesman 
predicted Gen Dozier’s kid- 
napping will be drawn out, as was 
the abduction of former premier 
Aldo Moro. 
m * “• 

“We’re probably facing a long 
haul,” NATO spokesman Col. 
Irenano Dalcheggio said. He 
based his comments on a com- 
munique found by reporters in 
Rome and Padua on Wednesday 
mght after anonymous callers told 
them where to 5nd it. 


Sasidi peace plan requires 




dsfka£E©Et, PL© aide says 


SHARJAH. U.A.E.. Jan. 8( A.P.) 
— A Palestinian leader said today 
that the Saudi Arabian eight-point 
Videast r’ace pl?n requires 
■’ modifications or additions" bef- 
ore it can be adopted as a com- 
bined Arab stand. 

Khaled .AJ Hassan. member of 
the Central Committee of the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation's 
mainstream group Fateh, did not 
specify what points or mod- 
ifications he had in mind. ’ 

Mr. Al Hassan. whose sta- 
tement was distributed by the Gulf 
news agency said the Saudi plan 
was “better than others.” 

The plan, put forward by the 
Saudi Crown Prince Fahd on Aug. 
7. calls for Israeli withdrawal from 
Arab territory occupied during 
the 1967 Mideast war. It also calls 
for an independent Palestinian 
state with Arab Jerusalem as its 
capital. 

The plan implies an Arab-wide 
recognition of Israel and Saudi off- 
icials have explained that the rec- 
ognition was consequent on Israeli 


withdrawal from occupied Arab 
areas and its acceptance of the 
proposed Palestinian statehood. 

"The Palestinian position (on 
the plan ) will be determined after 
assessing whether, if approved, ft 
will be treated like previous Arab 
summit resolutions or be backed 
by the Arab economic and mil- 
itary capabilities.'' said Mr. Al 
Hassan. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
has praised the Fahd plan as a'*g- 
c*od basis” for peace negotiations. 
But other PLO leaders have ope- 
nly rejected or insisted on int- 
roducing changes into the plan. 

Syria. Libya, South Yemen, and 
Algeria also have voiced opp- 
osition to the Saudi blueprint. 

Mr. Al Hassan also called for 
“baiancing” Arab relations with 
the West by establishing dip- 
lomatic ties with the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Al Hassan said that str- 
onger ties with Moscow would be 
the response of the Arabs to the 
strategic cooperation accord bet- 
ween the United States and Israel. 


through fixed pipeline 


BEIRUT. Jan. S (R) — A vital 
pipeline carrying Iraqi oil to the 
Lebanese port of Tripoli reopened 
today, five days after being blown 
up by unidentified saboteurs, a 
Lebanese oil official said. 

Walid Mawlawi, director of oil 
' installations in Tripoli, told Reu- 
ters by telephone that engineers 
had successfully tested the rep- 
aired section of pipe this morning 
and pumping of Iraqi crude to Tri- 
poli had resumed. 

A separate explosion yesterday 
in Turkey closed a pipeline car- 
rying Iraqi oil to the Turkish coast. 
Authorities in Ankara said the 
pipeline to Yumurtalik was being 
repaired but there was still no ind- 
ication whether the blast was an 
accident or sabotage. 

Pipelines to the Mediterranean 

Volunteers aid 

BEIRUT. Jan. 8 (R) — Vol- 
unteers from seven .Arab cou- 
ntries today headed Tor the Gulf 
war front as part of Iraq's Popular 
Army, the Iraqi News Agency 
(IN A) reported. 


through Turkey. Syria and Leb- 
anon have been Iraq’s only means 
of exporting oil since late 1 980. 
when its main terminals on the 
Gulf were closed by war with Iran. 

There are two networks, one 
Yumurtalik in Turkey and ihe 
other to Banivas in Syria « ith a 
spur to Tripoli. 

The Tripoli branch had been 
operating only 1 ft days when i; w as 
blown up. It had beer, out of action 
for five years because of factional 
fighting in Lebanon and disputes 
between Syria and Iraq over tra- 
nsit dues. 

WTien the pipeline uas sab- 
otaged. Mr. Mawlawi said there 
were 735,000 barrels of Iraqi 
crude oil stored io tanks at Tripoli 
but none of this would be exported 
until pumping from Iraq resumed. 

Iraq in war 

It said the fighters came from 
Egypt. Syria. Sudan. Jordan. Leb- 
anon. Morocco and Tunisia, in 
addition to Palestinian. Eritrean 
and Iraqi volunteers. It did not say 
how manv men were involved. 


Government declares Poland free of strikes 


VIENNA. Jan. 8 (R) — Poland's military rulers said today the 
cour.trv was free of strikes for the first time for 1 S months but accused 
fanners of hoarding urgentiy-needed grain. 

Warsaw Radio said the government was also preparing to give high 
priority to cracking down on the black market which has flourished 
because of shortages. 

The official news agency PAP reported that medical schools would 
reopen on Jan. IS and added that universities would also resume 
soon but set no date. I 

Jn a slight relaxation of martial few restrictions, the authorities 
restored telephone lines in provincial capitals for the first time since 
the emergency began on Dec. 13. 

But they warned that censors would be allowed to break into 
subversive calls and it was not clear whether Warsaw was also getting 
its phones back. 

In Brussels, diplomatic sources said Western countries had given 
up the idea of calling a special meeting of the 35 countries which 
signed the Helsinki pact to discuss the Polish crisis. 

The attitude of Non-aligned and neutral states to the proposal had 
been cooL they explained. 

PAP said Deputy Interior Minister Biguslaw Stachura yesterday 
gave a pari feme ntaiy committee the goveioment’s fullest account yet 
of its measures against the Solidarity free trade union. 

Mr. Stachura said military rule, the arrest of thousands of trade 
unionists and dissidents and the smashing of protest strikes had put 
the country on the- road to recovery. 

There were no strikes anywhere in Poland for the first lime since 
July 1980, he added. 

The minister said nine strikers had died in clashes with security 
forces since martial law and that 5,067 people were detained. 

He denied allegations by dissidents that internees bad been ill- 
treated and said “society sighed with relief' when the army ended 
Solidarity's challenge to communist rule. 

The union, in a message received in the West last night, denied 


government claims that the two sides were involved in negotiations 

on a solution to the crisis. 

“The union authorities have not empowered, nor will they allow, 
any of their members remaining at liberty to conduct such talks." it 
said. 

Although Mr. Stachura said the government was encountering' 
practically no opposition, he said it would be wrong to think that 
“anti-socialist forces have been completely defeated and arc no 
longer dangerous.” 

'Hie government intended to apply martial law with full rigour, he 
said. 

Warsaw Radio said that farmers were selling only 300 tonnes of 
grain a day, far short of the country's needs, in the hope of better 
profits from price reforms. 

The radio said the government would begin a drive against black 
marketeering next week. 

The Polish Communist newspaper Tiybuna Ludu called for a swift 
purge of the party to weed out “political and ideological outsiders, 
careerists and cynical gamblers.” 

The existence of a drive against unreliable members of the party 
had previously been reported by diplomats but the Tryhuna Ludu 
article was the first official reference to it. 

Tiybuna Ludu quoted politburo member Aiwin Siwak os saying 
that martial law did not mean the party was relinquishing its res- 
ponsibilities to the nation. 

“It is the nation's property and the mightiest weapon of the wor- 
king class,” he said. 

Despite severe weather, the authorities said shipyards at Gdansk 
and Gdynia, both Solidarity strongholds, were working normally 
although they were suffering steel shortages. 

Dockers were clearing harbour installations so that they could 
resume loading ships. 

As further evidence that the economy was beginning to accelerate. 
PAP said Polish coals exports were expected to rise to 1 8 million 
tonnes this year compared with 15 million in 19S1 . 


/ 
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insurance business 


3y Samira Kavar 

Specie: !o :h:- Jordan Times 

“.••-iMAN. Jan. $ — Local ins- 
urano-? companies w ill be required 
:o increase their paid up capital to 
■2 minimum of JD 1.5 million in 
jornp/.ar.ce with the Connol of 
insurance draft law which will 
scon be enacted. 

■'.It. Rsdi Ibrahim, director of 
!::e m;.Lirance department at the 
Ministry of Trace and Industry 
;oid the Jordan Times that under 


the present law. insurance com- 
panies are required to have a cap- 
ital of no less than JD 100.000. 
The increase to JD 1.5 million 
specified by the proposed law has 
several aims, said Mr. Ibrahim, the 
most important of which is to pro- 
vide more insurance security for 
the insured and to increase gen- 
eral insurance guarantees. 

Another reason behind req- 
uiring insurance companies raise 
their capital is to enhance the con- 
fidence of reinsurers in the local 
insurance market, thus creating 


the opportunity for reinsurance 
agreements that will be more adv- 
antageous to local companies. 

Another objective is the cha- 
nnelling of the generated capirai 
towards financing new dev- 
elopmental projects in Jordan. 
Mr. Ibrahim said. Moreover, the 
required increases in the capital of 
insurance companies will enable 
them to increase their local res- 
erves and hence, to pan with sma- 
ller shares of the premiums which 
they collect. 

As for foreign insurance com- 
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man musician 


/r*i 

<> 


3y Josephine Mushahwar 

Special to the Jordan Times 

' ML'S ICI A NS. like aii other art- 
ists. -euuire a special atmosphere 
where they can best utilise their 
Laie.’.;«. lo produce good music." 
as\$ M Amer Madi. president of 
the Jordanian Musicians Ass- 
ociation iJMA). 

(Established in February 1980. 
•he aims of the Association are as 
follows: 

To support, sponsor and act- 
ivate musical movement in 
Jordan. 

To espand and develop the 
principle of Jordanian music by’’ 


emphasising its distinctive cha- 
racteristics , 

To cultivate musical awa- 
reness among rhe people by- 
holding seminars, giving con- 
certs and publishing special 
bulletins. 

To create a “brotherly" env- 
ironment or “back bone” for 
the musicians. 

Mr. Madi maintains that mus- 
icians need to communicate on an 
intellectual level, for although tal- 
ented people are a rarity, all 46 
JMA members have degrees in 
music. 

“There is not a large scope of 
work for musicians in Jordan. 
They either teach, broadcast or 
work outside their field. With the 


presence of the association, the;, 
have the chance to communicate 
artist to artist, not teacher to stu- 
dent or employee to e m plover.' 
Mr. Madi says. 

The first board of directors 
formed in 1981. The seven mem- 
ber board is chaired by Mr. Madi. 

Mr. Madi told the Jordan Times 
that when the association v. as first 
established, they had the approval 
and support of Minister of Culture 
and Youth. Ma'an Abu Nowar. 
“Thus we started to contact the 
musicians in the country and the 
enthusiasm was evident in every- 
one of them. The Ministry of Cul- 
ture and Youth was behind us in 
every step.” 

Funding comes from donations. 


panics operating in Jordan. Mr. 
Ibrahim pointed out that when the 
insurance draft law is enacted, 
these companies will have to inc- 
rease the sums that they are req- 
uired to deposit in the name of the 
minister of trade and industry as 
guarantees toward the fulfilment 
of ; he tr obligations. The draft law 
requires that foreign companies 
increase their deposits for general 
insurance branches from JD 
?u.nmi under the present law to 
J D df 0.000. while deposits for life 
insurance will go no from JD 


membership fees (JD i 2 j and fin- 
ancial support from the Ministry. 
”V.j are allocated an annual sum 
of JD -1.56') from the ministry . and 
they encourage all our plans. We 
have now established a legal status 
in the country, acknowledged by 
everyone." 

The association is an active 
member in the Federation of Arab 
Musicians based in Baghdad. 

Until now. the association has 
held small concerts to raise funds. 

Their first major event will take 
place on Jan. 22. when a music 
festival will be held in the Palace 
of Culture. 

Sl\ local groups will be fea- 
tured: The Knights. Survivors. 
The Roots. The Buds. The Muw- 


2". 000 to JD 2<.'i i.i > 1 . 10 . Mr. Ibr- 
ahim described these Increases as 
"a vitally important factor" in 
guaranteeing the rights of the ins- 
ured and added that such a mea- 
sure would lead to an increase in’ 
investments in bonds and shares 
on the local stock exchange. 

The draft law was prepared by 
the Ministry of Trade and Industry 
and has been submitted to the leg- 
islation office of the Prime Min- 
istry for the final touches to be 
added. Once it is enacted, it will 
replace the present Control of 


ashahat an oriental music group 
organised by the association and a 
chamber music group. Each group 
will play for 25 minutes. 10 min- 
utes of which will be local, orc- 
hestrated themes on Jordanian 
music, and the other 15 minutes 
will involve various songs and 
music. 

"This major activity will be 
under the patronage of Mr. Abu 
Nowar. because the Ministry of 
Culture and Youth is sponsoring 
the National Culture and Arts 
Year in Jordan." Mr. Madi said. 

The members of the association 
are all Jordanian. They are req- 
uired to have at least three years in 
higher music education, or to have 
practised publicly for five years. 


Insurance Law- which came into 
effect in 1965. The draft law will 
update control of insurance act- 
ivities in Jordan and raise its sta- 
ndards to the level of modem 
.Arab and international insurance 
legislation. Mr. Ibrahim said. 

Mr. Ibrahim added that the 
proposed law deals with the con- 
trol of compulsory insurance and 
specifies its conditions and pro- 
visions with the purpose of for- 
mulating a unified insurance doc- 
ument. particularly w ith regard to 
the Insurance of vehicles against 
civil liability. 

The draft law deals with matters 
that are not adequately provided 
for by the the present law. Mr. 
Ibrahim said. One of these matters 
is the regulation of activities rel- 
ated to insurance, such as the work 
done by insurance brokers, agents 
and surveyors. The draft law also 
specifies the ways in which the 
transfer of insurance funds abroad 
must take place. It requires that 
insurance contracts be carefully- 
studied and approved by the com- 
petent authorities before they 
become valid, to avoid the inc- 
lusion of arbitrary conditions 
which violate the Control of Ins- 
urance Law and other Jordanian 
laws. 

Mr. Ibrahim stressed that spe- 
cial pains were taken during the 
formulation of the draft law to de- 
arly specify- the technical reserves 
that should be set aside by ins- 


urance companies and the manner 
in which these reserves should be 
determined. 

Mr. Ibrahim said that there are- 
22 local insurance companies anil 
I? foreign insurance companies 
.operating in Jordan, all of which 
will be given a two-year period of 
grace as of the date of the ena- 
ctment of the proposed law to 
make the necessary changes pre- 
scribed by the law. 

He predicted that companies 
that arc unable to fulfil the new 
requirements will have two cou- 
rses open to them: They can either 
merge w ith other insurance com- 
panies to form new companies 
that comply with the requirements 
of the new law. or they can simply 
so out of the market. 


Mr. Ibrahim said (hat the Jor- 
danian market was already ove- 
reat milled with insurance com- 
panies. Premiums collected in 
1980 had not topped JD 15 mil- 
lion — n sum far ton meagre to 
compare favourably with the 
number of insurance companies iu 
Jordan, which Mr. Ibrahim put ai 
35. 

To alleviate this situation, the 
Prime Ministry issued a decree 
prohibiting the licensing of new 
Jordanian and foreign insurance 
companies as of January S. 1981. 

Mr. Ibrahim predicted that the 
draft law w ill redress the balance 
between the number of insurance 
companies and the premiums 
which they collect and w ill serve m 
raise the standards of the ins- 
urance industry in Jordan. 
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together 


WHAT’S GOING OH 

Exhibitions 

* Paintings by Ammar Khammash. at the Alia Art dalle ry. 

* International Slide Show, at the Soviet Cultural Centre. 

* Islamic Book Exhibition at the Arab Community College, opp- 
osite the University of Jordan Hospital. 

* Paintings by Mohammad Wafa Sinnu. at the Jordan National 
Gallery of Fine Arts. 
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RESTAURANTS & BARS 


KSS7&13RAM? CHINA 

The r;'S* £ Best 

Cn.-nese Restaurant 
m Jordan 
F,r * Circle J 3&31 Amman 
JWj Nea» * '»vvah G>n s School 

Opan Da52^ 

>"■ •. .■ t- . *i _ __ 

j a:! J%! • £.:75, 

3:Sv - Midnight gS 
§3 33963 ££ 

r- V Warn - &*~.ice Available 



Restaurant 

LA TERRASSE 

The first one under 
German supervision 

* Finest cuisine 
* Rustical atmosphere 

Open daily ; 12:30 - 4:00 p.m 
6:30 - Midnight 

For Res. IW. 62331, Shmeisani 



{ * #hcp/jr rx> 

Zr * V 


A a . ->hi f/ar< L <f Jraug/u 
birr m/.-.J .j gi/vu' of Juris in 
U truh F.ngiiJ; Pub timiosphere 
tii the Shepherd Hotel Pub. 

Open /.’ 'M«v; :>• I u.m. 

Sn ticks A w.'jj t. *erve J. 


a relaxing siool 

ft 



FOURTH CIRCLE 
tel. 44S79 
43515 


C 




HOTELS 


f Sfr tukcbtitein tJUl 
lection 


pub n 





3AH-S25 

Try our thick Juicy 
Succulent Beef Steaks 




OUlEt&Uil „,i „ 

JQflB 


TRANSPORTATION 



t.iUf'i cji'.Ti'Os'Aq^Vit;. for. 
a ; R£s<: aKd/o^i J’-'a'r /y'r i < es 
Trial ^ir-vays. 

37195 ^* 22324 ; 5 - 6-7 8 9 
21212 , 21&2 OV 21634 
;_P’. 0 . Box. 7806 , Amman 



Philadelphia 

Rent-A-Car 


* 


ALL NEW CARS 
FULLY INSURED 



Philadelphia Hotel 
Tel. 25194 




RENT_A_£AR 

fiCeet & individual zenta£ 

tepzesentatives 
I* kat TOW 

WU/mwmm/W.m 





FOR YOUR AIRFREIGHT, 
SEAFREIQHT, OVERLAND 
TRANSPORT. PACKING A 
HOUSEHOLD REMOVAL 
CONTACT US FOR A 
QUOTATION! 

TEL. AMMAN 64128-9-30 
AQABA 2135 

TLX. 21547 P.O. BOX 926499 


NATIONAL 

RENT-A-CAR 


1981 MODELS AVAILABLE 
TEL 39197-8 


AQABA 



rl 


Atl.itxi 

ANNOUNCES 

F.V. R • a ... . 

THE BLUE LAGOON 

DOftmc 

WliHlyhriM I i.»T|l lAamiv • 



MANDARIN 

Chinese Restaurant 

FULLY 

AIR CONDITIONED 

AQABA 
Amman road 
beside 

Samir Amis Restaurant 

Tel. 4633 


1§S»& 

The first and best 
Chinese restaurant in 
Aqaba. Take-away 
service available. 

Open daily 1 1:30-3:30, 
6:30 • 11:00 p.m. Tel'4415 



AQABA MUMCIPAUTV 

I hr 


MISCELLANEOUS 



Civil Defence St. 
Tel. 63890 


$candinaviait 


<R~m 

See the latest in Danish sitting room 
furniture, wall units and bedrooms 
at Scandinavian Showroom, we 
have a large selection of sitting 
rooms in luxurious Chintz material 
available to 

thoaa o~*~ 


■Vtifc Real 
Estate 

Your 

Real Estate Agent 
In Jordan 

Tel: 4235S , 42S03 
P.O.Box- 3S107 Ammon 
Tlx - 21C57 Jo. 


m 

i 


RhWlDIR 


VISIT THE NEW 

FINLANDIA 

DISTINCTIVE GIFTS OF ALL SORTS WR ° OM 
FINNISH DESIGN GLASS & EARTHENWARE 
HOME & OFFICE FURNITURE ^ „ ^ 


Our n§w Tel .'No. 39494 
See map tor directions 


i Downtown 


Cans Senoot * «— * m 






















NATIONAL 


Disabled Lebanese 
exhibits his paintings 


AMMAN, Jan. 8 (J.T.) — On the 
occasion of the end of the Int- 
ernational Year of Disabled Per- 
sons, Her Majesty Queen Noor 
opened yesterday an exhibition of 
paintings by disabled Lebanese 
artist Mohammad Wafa Sinnu at 
the Jordan National GaHny of 
Fine Arts. 

During the five-day exhibition, 
36 watercolour and oil paintings 
are on display. Subjects include 
Oriental motifs, landscapes, flo- 
wers and old markets. 

Mr. Sinnu was working as an 
insurance company manager 
eleven years ago when he became 
partially paralysed. Having tost 
much of his power of movement 
and speech, he spent five years 
doing nothing. However, det- 
ermined to overcome his disability 
he decided to become an artist 
and started painting. He has app- 
lied himself to this vocation, using 
only one hand, six years. 

Mr. Sinnu told the Jordan 


Times that it was suffering winch 
made him an artist and defined his 
career. “I could not longer endure 
physical pain and the feeling of 
physical death while something 
inside me was still alive,' 7 he said. 

Mr. Sinnu said he organised 
his first art exhibition in 1979. The 
55 paintings exhibited at that time 
were all sold, he said. He org- 
anised another exhibition, of 80 
paintings, in the same year, and 
was granted a medal by the Leb- 
anese education minister. 

“I do not decide what to draw or 
the colour Z should use," he said, 
“it is my imagination which does 
all this . Sometimes I draw natural 
scenery, and sometimes I draw a 
marketplace, or people’s faces, 
without having any pre- 
conceptions. 

“When I start work on a pai- 
nting, I do not leave it before fin- 
ishing it completely — regardless 
of how long it takes," Mr. Sinnu 
said. 



Zarqa events mark Prophet 
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Majali returns from Gulf 
university chiefs’ seminar 


AMMAN, Jan. 8 (Petra) — Uni- 
versity of Jordan President Abdul 
Salam A1 Majali returned to 
Amman yesterday after par- 
ticipating in the first intellectual 
symposium of the presidents and 
directors of Arabian Gulf uni- 
versities, held recently in Bahrain. 

Dr. Majali said several working 
papers were submitted to the 











symposium. They dealt with the 
role of universities in dev- 
elopment, and scientific and app- 
lied research, he said. 

During the symposium. Dr. 
Majali presented a review in this 
connection basa^ion^Jordan's 
experience >irfuniversily edu- 
cation. He minted out that the 
consumer and the producer are 
partners in- planning and imp- 
lementation. 

Dr. Majali also explained the 
University of Jordan’ s experiment 
with participation in decision- 
making, through the board of tru- 
stees and the university’s adm- 
inistrative board. The University 
of Jordan’s trustees, at their last 
meeting, took a pioneering step by 
appointing university graduates to 
the administrative board. 


French Ambassador to Jordan Jacques- Alain de Sedouy 

New French envoy arrives 

AMMAN, Jan. 8 (J.T.) — The new French ambassador to Jordan, 
Mr. Jacques- Alain Le Chartier de Sedouy, arrived in Amman on 
Wednesday. 

Mr. de Sedouy, according to a French embassy release, was 
born in Paris in 1935. He graduated from the National School of 
Administration with a law degree, and also holds a degree from 
the Institute of Political Studies. 

Mr. de Sedouy joined the foreign service in 1962. He worked at 
the European department of the foreign ministry until 1966. In 
1966 he was appointed first secretary at the French embassy in 
Moscow, and stayed in the post until 1968, when be returned to 
the ministry's headquarters to serve at the economic affairs dep- 
artment until 1972. 

Mr. de Sedouy was appointed counsellor at the foreign ministry 
in 1968. In 1972 be became director of negotiations and agr- 
eements at Socfete Azote et Produits c him iq ues, and then director 
of Mr. Claude Cheysson’s office at the Commission of the Eur- 
opean Community in Brussels from 1 973 until 1976. He served as 
first counsellor at the French embassy in Tehran from 1976 until 
1978. 

Before being appointed ambassador to Jordan. Mr. de Sedouy 
served as chief of the economic and financial affairs department at 
the foreign minishy, and a lecturer at the Political Studies Ins- 
titute and the National School of Administration. He is a knight of 
the National Order of Merit. 

Mr. de Sedouy is married with four children. He is particularly 
interested in history and archaeology. Among his hobbies are 
tennis, golf and skiing. 


AMMAN, Jan. 8 (Petra) — 
Under-Secretary of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Izzeddin A1 Kharib 
opened in Zarqa yesterday several 
new mosques on the anniversary 
of Prophet Mohammad's bir- 
thday. 

Mr. Khatib said the celebrations 
marking the Prophet's birthday 
constitute “a link between the past • 
and the present" of the Muslims, 
and are an inspiration for them to 
“act with courage" in supporting 
s u preme ideals and principles. 

He added that the Prophet 
Mohammad should be the ideal of 
the Muslims as they hold sacred 
the values of good, right, justice, 
freedom and equality. He called 
for the unification of ranks to fight 
the enemies of Islam, and urged an 
end to sectarian and regional dzf- 
■ foresees, which are weakening 
Muslim society. 

Mr. Khatib also called for the 
liberation of the Islamic holy pla- 
ces and action to stop the Zionists 
from tampering with them. He 
said jihad (holy war) is the duty of 
every Muslim in case any part of 
the Islamic World is lost 

Mr. Khatib opened the Imam 
Bukhari Mosque in Zarqa. The 
mosque, which cost JD 80,000 to 
build, can bouse 1,000 wor- 
shippers. He also opened tbe 
Abdullah Ibn Omar Mosque in 
£arqa's Kassarat quarter. The JD 
50,000 mosque can house 500 
worshippers. He also opened A1 
Hasbemiyah Mosque, which cost 
some JD 30,000. It can house 500 
worshippers. 

Mr. Khatib also visited AJ Arab 
Mosque, to which tbe Zarqa 
Awqaf Directorate has made 
some additions — including a lib- 
rary and a Koran teaching hall — 
at a cost of JD 12,000. He also 
visited the Yunis Mosque, where 
Zarqa Awqaf Directorate has also 
carried out some expansion, at a 
cost of JD 20,000. TTie work inc- 
luded building a Koran study hall 
and a suite for women. 

At Abu Qa‘ud mosque in 
Zarqa. Mr. Khatib attended the 
graduation of the ninth and 10th 


NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 


Joint panel meets today 

AMMAN, Jan. 8 (J.T.) — The joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian Committee for Supporting the Ste- 
adfastness of tbe Inhabitants of the Occupied 
Arab Territories wfll begin a meeting in Amman 
on Saturday. Minister of Occupied Territories 
Affairs Hassan Ibrahim will head the Jordanian 
side at the meeting, and Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) Executive Committee member 
and Department of Occupied Homeland Affairs 
Director Hamed Abu Sitta will bead the Pal- 
estinian side. The Palestinian side, under Mr. Abu 

Sitta, arrived in Amma n yesterday. It includes 
Fatah Movement Central Committee Member 
Khalil A1 Wazir, and PLO Executive Committee 
members Abdul Rahim Ahmad and Hanna 
Naser. 

N. Yemeni due soon 

SANAA, Jan. 8 (J.T.) — Arab Republic of 
Yemen President and Armed Forces 
Commander-in-Chief CoL AH Abdullah Saleh 
wiU visit Jordan soon in the course of a tour which 
will also take him to five Arabian Gulf states and 
Iraq. The Yemeni News Agency Saba has exp- 
lained that the tour follows up visits which Pre- 
sident Saleh made to several Arab and European 
countries last October. 


JLA prepares bibliography 

AMMAN, Jan. 8 (Petra) — The Jordan Library 
Association (JLA) has begun to collect pub- 
lications published in Jordan during 1981 in pre- 
paration for the issuance of a national bib- 
liography. A JLA statement said tbe bibliography 
represents the annual record of Jordanian int- 
ellectual production. The association has asked 
Arab and foreign institutions, and citizens, to sup- 
ply it with copies of. or bibliographic information 
about, publications, supplying data such as the 
name of the author, his address and tbe topic he 
wrote about. The JLA wants to receive tbe inf- 
ormation before the end of this month. 

Team off to youth meeting 

•« 

AMMAN, Jan. 8 (Petra) — The Jordanian del- 
egation to the meetings of the executive bureau of 
Arab youth and sports ministers, under Culture 
and Youth Minister Ma'an Abu Nowar, left 
Amman for Tunis yesterday. The Jordanian del- 
egation will submit a working paper to tbe con- 
ference. During its two-day meeting, the con- 
ference will discuss several topics and reports rel- 
ated to the meetings of the youth committee mee- 
tings and the amendment of the byelaws of tbe 
youth fund. 


FJCC council approves 
recommended measures 


AMMAN, Ign. 8 (J.T.) — Tbe 
executive ^rounefl of the Fed- 
eration ofrJordanian Chambers of 
Commerce (FJCC) held a regular 
session at the Amman Chamberof 
Commerce under FJCC Chairman 
Mohammad Ali Budeir yesterday. 
It approved the attendance of the 
FJCC representatives of the 55th 
session of the council of the fed- 
eration of Arab chambers of 
commerce, which will be held on 
Jan. 18. 

The council also approved the 
publication of a comprehensive 
trade directory for Jordan, and 
decided to invite the Islamic cha- 
mber of commerce and industry to 
attend tbe two meetings of the 
executive committee and the gen- 
eral assembly of Arab chambers of 
commerce, which will be held in 
Morocco next month. 

It also decided to participate in 
the Milan international fair, dur- 
ing which the Arab-Italian cha- 
mber of commerce will distribute 
publications on the economies of 
the Arab countries^ It also app- 


Today’s Weather 

Ft will be cold and windy with a chance of rain. Winds will be 
northerly fresh, gristing at times. In Aqaba, it will be partly cloudy 
with southerly moderate winds and rough seas. 


Amman 

Aqaba 


Jordan Valley 


Overnight low 
4 
9 
4 
9 


Daytime high 
6 

17 

9 

15 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Amman 1 2, Aqaba 2 1 . Humidity 
readings: Amman 72 per cent, Aqaba 33 per cent. 


HOTEL JERUSALEM MELIA 

At 


TONIGHT 

Diner Dancant 

AT 

the royal restaurant 
jj SPANISH FLAMENCO SHOW 
7 THE FALCONS BAND * . . 


furnished flat to let 

was, sitting room, salon and d^groormOn ground 
thgardeu. Centrally heated, with telephone. 


Telecommunication 

Corporations 

INVITATION TO TENDER No. TOO 

1/82 

for a COMPUTERIZED DIRECT 
DATA ENTRY SYSTEM 

The Telecommunications Corporation of Jordan 
(TCC) floats this tender for the procurement, ins- 
tallation and commissioning of a computerized 
d irect data entry system. 

1. Agents or representatives of qualified com- 
panies may obtain a copy of the requirements 
and specifications from: 

Secretary of the Tender Committee 
T^fScomm unications Corporation 
3rd Circle 
Jabal Amman 

Against a non-refundable payment of JD 20. 

2. The latest date for submission of bids to the 
above address is 1400 hours, local time, Sun- 
day, Feb. 21, 1982, 

3. Bids should be submitted in 3 separately bound 
copies, each enclosed in a separate envelope 
and suitably sealed. 

4. A bid bond of five per cent of the total offer 
amount, to be issued from a known bank in 
Jordan, should be submitted with the offer. 

Eng. Mohammad Shahid Ismail 
Director General 


roved attendance at a meeting of 
the provisional administrative 
committee of the Arab-Greek 
chamber of commerce and dev- 
elopment which wfll be held in 
Athens on Jan. 31. 

In light of the recommendations 
made by the advisory committee 
on prices and wages, tbe council 
decided to circulate these rec- 
ommendations to all chambers of 
commerce in the country, after 
obtaining tbe approval of the 
prime minister. 

The council also decided to req- 
uest the federation's bureau to 
prepare a memorandum affirming 
the significance of the free ent- 
erprise system in Jordan, as well as 
the significance of the private sec- 
tor to the national economy and 
honest, fair competition, in trade. 

The FJCC council also decided 
to prepare a memo to the minister 
of finance and customs and the 
.minister of transport suggesting 
the establishment of a duty-free 
zone for automobDe sales in tbe 
city of Ramtha. It decided to res- 
pond to the invitation of the Mal- 
tese ministxy of commerce, for a 
visit Malta in May or June. 
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Under-Secretary of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Izzedin AI Khatib opened nvw nn**|uc>... 

groups of Koran students at the for establishing more mosques in Islamic doctrine. I:.- a.:: 
mosque. The ceremony included the country, particularly in the Mr. Khafi 1 ' aN. 
the singing of religious songs and countryside and ihe villages. Awqaf ministn - .- 

recitat ion "from the Koran. He said interest in the role of ring a major rob m 

Speaking at the ceremony. Mr. the Koran means interest in the tounggnier Ion ...v - 
Khatib asserted the significance of Islamic mission. It also means that antic divirir.. ;hv r ' 
tbe role of the Koran and called the Muslims realise the nobility of the Koran. 




..and heard recitation of the Koran by graduating students, during - visit to Zarqa Thursday 
photos) 
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From 


LOTTE SCHEEL Voy. 
METEOR 1 Voy. 6 
MERLENE.S. Voy. 3 
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8/1 | 14/1 

13/1 21/1 
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Try our thick Juicy 


Succulent Beef Steaks 


Who Dares Charge Extra 


For all the Salads. Creamy 
Butter. Bread . Baked Potatoes 


French Fries and SourCrean 




LUNCHEON 

BUFFET 

Friday Buffet 

in AL ALALj 
Saturday 
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Sickening 


THE UNITED STATES closed the last year on a 
note of unusually flagrant double standards, and we 
would very much appreciate some more information 
from the American government on the matter. On 
Thursday, December 31.1981, an American federal 
court judge deported to the Republic of Ireland a 
certain Desmond Mack in, whose extradition to Great 
Britain had been sought by the British government. 
He was accused by Britain of shooting a soldier in 
Northern Ireland in 1978. The American court sys- 
tem decided that he should not be extradited to Great 
Britain, but that he should simply be deported to the 
Republic of Ireland, where he is a free man. because 
the crime of which he was accused was of “political 
nature”. 

Only a few weeks ago, the same American judicial 
system had decided that a certain Palestinian youth 
named Ziad Abu‘Ein should be extradited to Israel to 
face trial on charges that he had taken part in a bom- 
bing incident in Tiberias several years ago. That ext- 
radition decision was challenged by lawyers for Mr. 
Abu ‘Ein on the grounds that the crime he was cha- 
rged with was also of a political nature. But then 
Deputy Secretary of State William Clark decided that 
the extradition of Ziad Abu ‘Ein should take place, 
and Mr. Abu ‘Ein now sits in an Israeli jail awaiting 
trial. 

The contrast between these two cases is little short 
of sickening. The conclusion that we draw and that is 
shared by Arab- Americans in the United States is 
that two standards' of justice prevail in the United 
States — one for Arabs and another for the rest of the 
world. The case of Desmond Mackin reasserts the 
validity of the “political nature” argument in Ame- 
rican courts, as it reasserts to us the reality that Israel’s 
ability to influence decisions of various branches and 
levels of the American system of government remains 
.vibrant and overwhelming. Ziad Abu ‘Ein is not alone 
in his Israeli jail. With him is the American system of 
justice. It sort of makes you want to throw up. 


ARAB PRESS COMMENTARY 


King Hussein’s visit 

AL RAT: The visit which His Majesty King Hussein made to 
Saudi Arabia and the talks which he had with King Khaled and 
senior Saudi officials arc a continuation of the Jordanian efforts 
which are still being made to build Arab solidarity. Arab solidarity 
is the basis of unified Arab action and the springboard for building 
Arab strength. 

Evidently, the comprehensive assessment of the Arab situation 
which took place during the talks in light of the current cir- 
cumstances on the Arab and international levels was aimed at 
crystalline, a joint visualisation of the steps which should be taken 
to cope with the new developments and to serve the supreme 
Arab interest, particularly that these developments are taking 
place quickly and necessarily require a unified Arab action ena- 
bling the Arabs to rise to the level of challenges. 

Needless to say. t he Pan- Arab commitment remains the basisof 
unified Arab action. This commitment is inseparable. Pan- Arab 
commitment Towards the Arabisra of Jerusalem and tbe Pal- 
estinian rights should be the same as the Pan-Arab commitment 
towards Shart Al Arab and Iraq's rights in its territories and wat- 
erways as well as the same towards tbe Golan Heights. Violation 
of the Pan-Arab commitment on any Arab front is a painful blow 
to this overall commitment. 

It is time for the_ Arabs to achieve the unity of rfee Pan-Arab 
commitment if they arc serious in defending their existence and 
containing the onslaught against their Lands and future. In light of 
this fact, it is necessary to confront the aggressive onslaught 
against Jerusalem and the Palestinian lands, Shaft Al Arab and 
the Golan Heights. 

To work for the achievement of the unity of the Pan-Arab 
commitment and the unity of confronting the aggressive ons- 
laught wherever it might be is an essential matter if the Fez 
summit, when resumed, is destined to succeed in dealing with tbe 
major issues it should deal with. 

We are certain that the wisdom of King Hussein and 0 f 
’King Khaled in their assessment of the Arab situation and their 
serious endeavour to reach a unified Arab stand will open new 
horizons to achieve the unity of tbe Pan-Arab commitment in the 
Arab World since this is the basis of Arab solidarity which is 
indispensable for the Arabs. 

Building strength 

AL DUSTOUR: Yesterday, His Majesty King Hussein began 
important talks with King Khaled and Saudi officials to strengthen 
and reinforce Arab solidarity, particularly after all Arab states 
realised that in the absence of Arab solidarity, they cannot cope 
with the challenges they are facing, particularly the Israeli cha- 
llenge. 

Although consultations and the exchange of views between 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia have never stopped in view of the close 
relations between tbe two countries. King Hussein’s visit to Riy-. 
adh under these circumstances in particular is of a special sig- 
nificance because of the delicacy of the phase which the Arab 
Nation is passing through and because the Arab World is now 
witnessing a positive initiative aimed at overcoming the phase of 
weakness and division— an initiative which Jordan and Saudi Ara- 
bia have an important and effective role in making it succeed. 


Israel is ruining 
economy in Gaza 


The 500,000 inhabitants of the 
occupied Gaza Strip are rep- 
ortedly facing a very serious sit- 
uation because of a permanent 
threat to their livelihood, which if' 
allowed to continue, would und- 
oubtedly cause a national disaster. 

Reports from Gaza say that the 
inhabitants used to plant more 
than one third of a million dunums 
of land with citrus trees, producing 
altogether some 250,000 tonnes 
of tbe fruit annually. The pro- 
duction has now dropped to 
200.000 tonnes annually' due to 
the increasing' expenses and the 
Israeli occupation authorities' 
harrassment of the Strip's 
farmers- impeding their marketing 
of the crop which is the main sou- 
rce of revenue to the occupied 
Strip. 

Furthermore, tbe Israelis, in 
their drive to starve tbe inh- 
abitants and evacuate the land 
from its owners are reportedly 
reducing the amount of water used 
for irrigation, imposing heavy 
fries on the orchards' owners if 
they pump water from their own 
artesian wells in excess of the 
normal amount, and prohibiting 
the inhabitants from planting 
more trees in their land. 

The Gaza Strip inhabitants rep- 
ortedly demand no financial help 
from Arab States to strengthen 
their steadfastness. “We want the 


Arab countries to buy' our enrus 
crops so that we can protect our 
national wealth and thus bolster 
our steadfastness in the face of 
Zionist plans, designed to drive 
the inhabitants away”, the Gazans 
say. 

The dangerous thing about the 
situation lies in the fact that small 
farmers have lately resorted to 
destroying their citrus trees, rep- 
orts say. 

In view of the deteriorating sit- 
uation. the Gaza Strip inhabitants 
have appealed to His Majesty- 
King Hussein to try to persuade 
Arab states to purchase their cit- 
rus crops. 

A petition sent to His Majesty 
by citrus farmers explained that 
the Gaza inhabitants are facing a 
dangerous situation because the 
citrus fruit constitutes the bac- 
kbone of the economy in the 
densely-populated Gaza Strip 
which lacks any other sources of 
revenue. The memo explained in 
detail the various types of har- 
rassment exercised against the 
inhabitants by the Israeli aut- 
horities, the purpose of which is to 
evict the people from their hom- 
eland. 

Tbe Israelis are imposing add- 
itional taxes amounting to JD 
3000 a year-on merchants, doc- 
tors, lawyers and pharmacists, and 
are reducing the amount of water 


needed to irrigate citrus fields, tbe 
memo said. 

It also pointed out tbe fact that 
Western European markets are 
closed to tbe Strip's crops due to 
an Israeli ban. Israel, it said, is 
monopolising the whole Western 
European markets. 

Eastern European countries 
which used to purchase one qua- 
rter of tbe Gaza Strip’s crops have 
now stopped buying anything bec- 
ause they can no longer afford to 
do so and want to conduct tra- 
nsactions by barter-offering their 
own products in exchange. 

Of course, this is not acceptable 
to the Gaza citrus merchants since' 
they are forced to get cash money 
fo: their product to pay tbe heavy 
taxes imposed by the Israeli aut- 
horities. the memo said. 

It pointed out the fact that Arab 
markets are capable of absorbing 
the Gaza Strip's citrus products 
but regrettably these markets are 
now open to foreign products on 
the pretext of allowing free trade. 

As a result of the Israeli har- 
rassment s. the memo said the area 
of land planted with citrus trees 
has now shrunk from 75.000 dun- 
ums to 65.000 dunums. The 
memo expressed hope that His 
Majesty King Hussein will help 
Gazans in their struggle and sup- 
port their steadfastness. 



The British presidency 


By John Wytes 

While Britain has held the Pre- 
sidency of the European Common 
Market hardly any of the Com- 
munity’s main objectives have been 
achieved. Why is it then that Lord 
Carrington leaves the job in an 
atmosphere of good cheer and- 
congratulations? 

“The British presidency gets 
things done,” was tbe slogan che- 
erfully offered by a British official 
a few weeks ago after an unusually 
decisive meeting of the EEC's 
Council of Minsters. There has 
been no attempt to revive it rec- 
ently lest it be ranked with “peace 
in our time” as one of tbe more 
inappropriate utterances of the 
last 50 years. 

Judged by the modest list of 
objectives which Lord Carrington 
set before tbe European par- 
liament in July, Britain’s term in 
the Council of Ministers pre- 
sidency has hardly been a gli- 
ttering success. Reform of Com- 
munity agriculture and the bud- 
get. ..no agreement, a new ins- 
urance directive.... oo agreement, 

a common fisheries policy no 

agreement, moves to open up air- 
line competition. ...barely started. 
The checklist could be much lon- 
ger, but this is the season of goo- 
dwill and there we will leave it. 

How then can Lord Carrington 
pass on tbe presidency to his Bel- 
gian counterpart firmly convinced 
that as presidencies go, Britain’s' 
has been a superior one. More 
remarkably, why is it that most 
other member states would agree 
with him? 

Largely because governments 
know that many of the objectives 
which each new presidency is obl- 
iged to declare for itself are merely 
priorities. Each Council president 
inherits a host of ongoing issues 
and selects from the bran tub a 
number which be will try to push 
forward. 

Unfortunately, the Com- 
munity’s decision-making mac- 
hinery does not work in six month 
cycles so a presidency is judged as 
much by improved prospects for 
agreement as by the number of 
agreements secured. 

# b is also judged by the eff- 
iciency with which Council bus- 
iness is conducted and by the per- 
sonal stamp which its leading off- 
icials and politicians bring to the 
taks of chairing meetings and org- 


anising debate. 

Taking tbe second point first, ft 
is universally acknowledged that 
tbe British have given the Com- 
munity a first class demonstration 
of chairmanship. The top medals 
here are awarded to Lord Car- 
rington for bis conduct of the for- 
eign affairs councils and to Sir 
Michael Buffer, the UK’s per- 
manent representative, for his 
management of Coreper, the 
committee of ambassadors, one of 
the Community’s most important 
and least publicised negotiating 
bodies. 

With skin, determination and a 
bullying insistence that meetings 
most start on time, these two men 
and their counterparts in other 
councils and bureaucratic com- 
mittees have created a sense that 
the machinery has been working 
as well as h possibly can. 

As a result, the prospects for 
agreement on a range of issues 
have been enhanced and none 
more so than the crucially imp- 
ortant “mandate” questions. As 
Lord Carrington acknowledged to 
the European Parliament he is 
disappointed that tbe Ten have 
not yet managed to agree gui- 
delines for farm policy reform and 
new arrangements for limiting 
Britain's payments to the EEC 
budget. 

But agreement may now be only 
a few weeks away on these basic 
issues touching fundamental nat- 
ional interests, and the British 
Government may well have buOt 
up more political capital than is 
realised by the way in which it has 
managed the negotiations. 

“I have been really surprised 
and impressed by the even- 
handed approach.” said one amb- 
assador, referring to the fact that 
Lord Carrington and Mrs. Tha- 
. tcher have been seen to give equal 
priority to agreement on ail man- 
date questions and have not sou- 
ght to concentrate on the British 
budget issue. 

Ironically, agreement is now 
very much closer on everything 
except the British budget pro- 
blem. But the widespread respect 
for Britain's presidential handling 
of the negotiations appears to 
have produced a desire in most 
other member states to avoid 
embarrassing Lord Carrington by 
proclaiming that the U.K. is again 
standing in the way o! the Com- 
munity’s future development. 

This is a very important gain 


which suggests that the U.K. pre- 
sidency may have encouraged sub- 
tie changes in tbe way in which 
Britain’s approach to EEC mem- 
bership (usually misleadingly cha- 
racterised as indifferent and nar- 
rowly self-interested) is seen in 
other EEC capitals. The del- 
iberate courtship of tbe European 
Parliament, demonstrated by Mrs. 
Margaret Thatcher, the British 
Prime Minister, has been another 
useful piece of image-buOdihg. 

Lord Carrington has personally 
earned a lot of tbe credit given the 
British presidency. Most of the 
time he has managed to mask bis 
distaste for many of tbe detailed 
technicalities be has had to deal 
with as Council president 

He has been less successful in 
hiding his preference for political 
co-operation, and his apparent 
conviction that this is really what 
British membership of the Com- 
munity is largely about. 

The London Report.adopted by 
tbe ten foreign ministers in Oct- 
ober, was high on his list of pri- 
orities since it is a useful move 
towards making EEC political 
co-operation more effective. But 
the Co mm unity s capacity for spe- 
aking with rather different voices 
on some issues, recently exe- 
mplified by France’s M. Claude 
Cbeysson, shows the need for still 
tighter co-ordination on major 
foreign policy questions. 

Unfortunately for Lord Car- 
rington, and through no fault of 
the Community, two EEC ini- 
tiatives with which he was closely 
identified have run into the sand 
during the British presidency. 

1. The Middle East policy now 
needs seriously rethinking in the 
light of developments in the area, 
particularly Saudi Arabia's failure 
to rally Arab opinion behind 
moves towards recognition of Isr- 
ael's right to exist. 

2. The EEC’s proposal for an 
Afghanistan peace conference, 
taken to Moscow by the 'foreign 
secretaries in July, lies forlornly 
on the table because the Russians 
will not pick it up. 

A presidency's failures are qui- 
ckly forgotten in the Comm unity 
and its successes not always acc- 
urately remembered. Tbe British 
presidency leaves a satisfactory, 
and not a sour aftertaste, and for 
that everyone is thankful. 

— financial Times news feature 


Israel directly involved 

in the Iran-Iraq war 


By Tareq Masarweh 

t 

Washington has admitted that the 
U.S.-made F-15 Israeli planes had 
overflown the south-eastern Iraqi 
borders twice within one week. 
Washington, if it wishes , gains 
intelligence of all that goes on in 
the region as long as its rented 
AW ACS are flying over the Ara- 
bian gulf from north to south. But 
what Washington does not want to 
admit is the extent of Israel* s inv- 
olvement in the Iraqi-lranian war. 
Information indicates that Israel is 
about to become directly involved 
in this war. In addition to shi- 
pments *. f spare parts and amm- 
unition, Speaker of the Iranian 
parliament Raisanjani admits that 
the Israeli involvement will be 
proportionate to the size of the 
$450 million given to Israel by 
pre-revolution Iran. 


Israel had been directly inv- 
olved in the war which the Shah's 
Iran launched against Iraq from 
1961 to 1974 which was known as 
the Barzani mutiny. Sis months 
ago. Menachem Begin admitted in 
the Knesset that Israel had been 
supporting Barzani by providing 
him with money, information und 
weapons via Iran. Tbe Barzani 
mutiny had hardened (by the Alg- 
iers agreement} when Iran waged 
war against Iraq. The strange 
thing is that Mustafa Bartini’s 
sons have been brought from the 
United States to Tehran and to 
some Arab capitals to be used aga- 
inst “Saddam Hussein’s regime" 
in Iraq. The Barzani family now 
epitomises the racist-Zkmist- 
imperiaiist conspiracy against the 
Arabs. 

The Israeli planes could not 
have been over the Iraqi area of 
Umm Al Nu’am twice in a week ' 


because they were picnicking awl 
having discovered d* way u> 
ack the Iraqi nuclear Tcactm- 
These plane have had duties wfe 
our limited information prevent 
from analysing. But these dink 
are certain to be related tu the ^ 
raging the gulf region. The Zbo™ 
entity would not like anything^; 
ter (ban to see a situation 
to Palestine emerging in Bahrjj, 
the United Arab Emirates 
Qatar for instance. Had h J 
been for Iraq, who else could ha* 
prevented the invasion of the gutf 
Who could have prevented tfc 
gulf from regaining its old named 
the Persian GulP 
Wc will get to know - mayf* 
too laic as usual — that brad fo 
party to this war and that a* 
U.S. -Israeli strategic alliance fo 
not been frozen or abrogated fo 
that tt is actually befog fop 
fomented. 


Pope fails to unite 
Catholics in Holland 


By Richard Morphy 

Almost two years after a special 
Synod called by Pope John Paul to 
try to heal a long-standing rift 
between conservative and radical 
Dutch bishops, the Dutch Cat- 
holic Church was as divided as 
ever. 

And a recent report by a Cat- 
holic research institute indicating 
that ordinations to tbe priesthood, 
conversions to Catholicism and 
regular church attendance are all 
falling dramatically, has given the 
bishops an additional headache. 

Liberal churchmeri say the 
Church is healthier at grass roots 
level than has ever been and argue 
that the real problem is a widening 
gap between ordinary Catholics 
who number 5.6 million or 39.5 
per cent of the total population 
and tbe Dutch hierarchy. 

Father Ben Vredebregt, cha- 
irman of a national Catholic cou- 
ncil dealing with student welfare 
and close associate of Professor 
Edward SchiUebeeck. the pro- 
gressive Dutch theologian who 
has been under criticism from the 
Vatican said. 

The bishops have become so 
concerned with their own pro- 
blems and relations with the Vat- 
ican that they have lost touch with 
their own people.” 

Traditionalists, however, reg- 
ard the innovations in theology 
and religious practice in which the 
Netherlands has been to the fore 
as the work of a narrow elite of 
intellectuals who have themselves 
lost touch with ordinary Catholics. 

They believe this elite has int- 
roduced democratic ideas and 
practices which are' alien to the 
true spirit of Catholicism and want 
to see the Church hierarchy and 
the Pope restored to their place as 
the ultimate arbiters on matters of 
doctrine. 

Dutch Primate Cardinal Jan 
WiUebrands admitted earlier this 
year that hopes of unity among his 
six fellow bishops had not been 
fulfilled following the synod and 
old conflicts had resurfaced. 

The synod, held in the Vatican 
in January 1980 under the close 
supervision of tbe Pope, followed 
open disagreement between two 
conservative bishops appointed by 
Pope Paul VI and four of their 
colleagues widely classified as 
moderately liberal. 

It ended by reaffirming tra- 
ditional doctrine and ordering a 
slowing down of progressive exp- 
eriments in the Netherlands dat- 
ing' from the mid-1960s. 

Such experiments resulted in 
married priests being accepted in 


many parishes and teaching in 
theological seminaries, and in 
Catholic priests conducting joint 
communion services with priests 
of other religions. 

Both practices are strongly dis- 
approved of by the Vatican. The 
synod called on the bishops to 
cooperate with one another, to 
“abstain from declarations har- 
mful to another bishop” and to 
keep a proper eye on religious tea- 
ching and tbe ecumenical mov- 
ement, which aims to unite all Chr- 
istian churches. 

Priests were told to remain cel- 
ibate. to obey their bishops and 
not to form their own trade union. 

“The synod was a clear message 
from Rome that it wanted to put a 
stop to the liberalisation that 
swept through the Church after 
the second Vatican council," acc- 
ording to one Dutch religious 
commentator. 

He believes the Pope chose a 
synod of Dutch bishops for the 
cotmter-atrack against a world- 
wide trend because the Dutch 
were in the front line of inn- 
ovation. 

“And in the Netherlands the 
progressives have virtually given 
up the fight,” he says. 

However, several churchmen 
do not agree. 

They say that the process of 
democratisatkm and liberalisation 
is continuing among ordinary 
Catholics, for whom high-level 
disputes within the hierarchy are 
becoming increasingly irrelevant. 

• “If we have stopped responding 
in public to the ideological warfare 
of tbe bishops, it’s because the 
Church is functioning perfectly 
well among tbe people themselves 
and they are learning that they 
don’t need the bishops” one pri- 
est spid. 

He says that so-called “basis 
groups” or ordinary Catholics, run 
along communal lines and holding 
services distinctly unorthodox by 
Rome's standards, are flourishing, 
especially in the cities. 

Church sources say the con- 
tinuing split between the bishops 
is no longer evident in public dis- 
agreements which hit the hea- 
dlines in a country with a large 
church-going population, but in 
the practices which they permit in 
their areas. 

Married priests continue to 
operate in some dioceses (church 
provinces), although the sources 
say they are gradually dis- 
appearing from theological col- 
leges, but are not recognised as 
priests in others. 

Some bishops tacitly encourage 


far-reaching contacts with oifo 
Christian churches while othen 
vigorously oppose anything ihj 
goes beyond the limited ecu- 
menical activities permitted by & 
Vatican. 

Dutch Protestants say the effaj 
of the synod has been to slow ffe 
pace of the ecumenical proas 
and to make Catholic involve man 
much less official than they wouk 
like. 

But they say Catholics com- 
mitted to the goal of a unifi^ 
church have not been vi& : 
couragcd. 

A member of the Dutch Ref- 
ormed Church says: “Tbe spGt 
between radicals' and tra- 
ditionalists is by no means cos- 
fined to the Catholic Church but if 
is magnified by the authorirami 
nature of the Catholic Church, so 
that it becomes a matter of do- 
cipHne and obedience.” 

Meanwhile priests are takiogan 
increasingly active part in potties, 
undeterred bv .a recent warning 
from the Vatican urging them to 
stay dear. 

Many are actively involved with 
the powerful inter-church peace 
council which last month brought 
about 350,000 people onto the 
streets of Amsterdam to protest 
against the stationing of new nuc- 
lear missiles in Western Europe. 

Ordinary' Dutch Catholics, 
whose true feelings both radicals 
and traditionalists claim to rep- 
resent. appear to lean to the rad- 
ical side at least in their wid- 
espread involvement in the cou- 
ntry's peace movement. 

But as for as the practice of the 
faith itself is concerned, the trend 
in the Netherlands mirrors that in 
most other Western European j 
countries. 

Only 23.7 per cent of the Cat- ; 
bolic population attended Sunday 
mass regularly in 1 98 1 , compared 
with 64.4. per cent in 966, acc- 
ording to a report just published 
by the Catholic Institute for Social 
Research. 

Ordinations to the priesthood 
fell to 16 in 1980 from 31 Sin I960 
and the number of Dutch converts 
to Catholicism dropped to 845 in 
1980 from 4,300 in 1955. 

Both radicals and traditionalist* 
agree that no purely quantitative 
study can truly reflect the state of 
Catholicism in the Netherlands, 
which both say remains healthy. 

But both are also agreed that 
the prospect of reconciliation 
between the Dutch Church's war- 
ring factions remains remote. 


- Reuter 
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.BRUSSELS,. Jan. 8 (R) — West 
European food aid to developing 
countries in 1980 was hampered 
by delays* poor quality and ina- 
ccurate budgeting, according to an 
'official report released today. 

' .The annual report of the Eur- 
opean Economic Community 
.(EEC) court of auditors criticised 
the community's executive com- 
mission and council of ministers 
. for numerous cases of inefficiency 
in allocating and distributing aid. 

In 1980, the EEC spent about 
$350 million on sending cereals, 
skimmed milk powder, butter oil 
and sugar as free gifts to countries 
such as Bangladesh, India, Pak- 
istan and Egypt. 

But in many cases the food arr- 
ived soiled, moist or in damaged 
containers, according to the aud- 


itors. 

The procedure for granting aid 
was slow and confused, with min- 
isters raking more than three 
months to rubber-stamp aid pro- 
posals from the commission, the 
report said. 

Developing countries often 
did not fulfil the conditions att- 
ached to aid they received, and the 
regulations allowed wide leeway 
for fraud, it said. 

The commission's budgetary 
allocations for food aid bore no 
relation to the actual payments, 
the report said. Only 60 per cent 
of money set aside for 1980 had 
been used, while payments during 
1980 for previous years’ pro- 
grammes amounted to over 400 
per cent of the original estimates. 

EEC officials have said they are 


aware of the deficiencies of the 
food aid programme following a 
previous highly critical report 
from the auditors, and dev- 
elopment ministers agreed rec- 
ently to try to improve it. 

The report also attacked def- 
iciencies in EEC financial aid for 
specific development projects. 
Many of these failed because they 
were on too large a scale and were 
not adapted to the population and 
environment they were supposed 
to benefit, it said. 

It cited agricultural complexes 
in Zaire which it said were still not 
viable at least 10 years after com- 
pletion. 

“The projects of most lasting 
value are generally those which 
are simplest and directly benefit 
the local community concerned," 
the report said. 


U.S. jobless rate up to 8.9% 


WASHINGTON, Jan. 8 (R) — 
Unemployment in the United Sta- 
tes jumped to 8.9 per cent of the 
workforce in December, app- 
roaching the post-war record, 
from 8.4 per cent in November, 
the labour department said today. 

It was the second successive 
sharp monthly rise in the jobless 
rale, a reflection of the spreading 
U.S. recession, and 95 million 
Americans are now out of work. 

The December increase hit par- 
ticularly hard in the man- 
ufacturing sector as companies 
across the country laid off workers 
because of declining sales. 

The increase of half a per- 
centage point in December fol- 
lowed a jump of 0.4 per cent the 

Malaysia cuts 
oil price 

KUALA LUMFUR, Jan. 8 (R) — 
Malaysia has joined the latest 
round of oil price cuts fry sharing 
up to one dollar a band off its 

crude prices under pressure from a 
persistent world glut, acconHng to . 
68 industry sources. ’ ~‘;" v 

The sources said fcwfflfnSw cha- 
rge $37.60 for a bared erf Hs fid 11 
tapis blend, down 30 U.S. cents, 
and $35.10 for its bintata crude, a 
one-dollar redaction. 

Last Jdy the Malaysian state ofl 
agency Petrooas had to cut prices 
by twadoflars. 


previous month. 

The jobless rate is now app- 
roaching the nine per cent post- 
war record of May 1975 during 
the severe recession of 1974-75. 
Some private economists fear 
unemployment could reach 10 per 
cent before the latest recession 
runs its course. 

President Reagan's economic 
advisers have predicted that the 
jobless rate could go to nine per 
cent, but have said the economy 
will begin to recover in the spring 
and help bring the rate back down. 

Hie unexpectedly sharp decline 


Toyota gets Iraqi order 


TOKYO. Jan. 8 (R) — Iraq has 
awarded a contract to Japan's 
Toyota Motor Sales Company 
Ltd. for imports of 36,000 veh- 
icles, Toyota said yesterday. 

The sales arm for Japan's big- 
gest automaker, Toyota Motor 
Company Ltd, declined to disclose 
the cost, but said the order from 
the Iraq State Organisation of 
Imports (ISOI) called for the shi- 
pment of 10,000 cats and 26,000 
commercial vehicles including 
jeep-type trucks and minibuses by 
the end of this year. 

The order from ISOI is in add- 
kfon to a separate order last 
month for 15,000 cars from Toy- 
ota which also sold 60,000 veh- 
icles, mostly lorries, to Iraq in 


1980. 

In addition, Nissan Diesel 
Motor Company Ltd, another 
Japanese automaker, said it has 
won an order from ISOI for 1 ,000 
large lorries and buses for shi- 
pment this year. 


“ Cheer up, things could get worse more 
slovirly," says a notice in English In the 
office of Sr Atilio Vieytes, the Sal- 
vadorean planning minister. “It’s my 
motto," he remarks cheerfully. 


in the economy over the past few 
months, attributed to the effectsof 
tight monetary policies aimed at 
curbing inflation, has played 
havoc with the administration’s 
budget projections, driving spe- 
nding up and reducing gov- 
ernment revenues. 

Each percentage point rise in 
the unemployment rate also adds 
roughly $25 bQlion to $30 billion 
to the budget deficit because of 
higher spending for une- 
mployment benefits and lost rev- 
enues from workers who are not 
paying taxes. 


It certainly needs a sense of 
humour and a good deal of vision 
to be a minister in the government 
of President Jose Napoleon Dua- 
ne these days. The civil war being 
fought between Sr Duarte's gov- 
ernment and Left wing insurgents 
is claiming the lives of well over 
1,000 people a month in this tiny 
country, and shows no sign of vic- 
tory for either side. 

The economy is dependent on a 
complex life support system org- 
anised by the U.S. government. If 
the life support system falters tie 
economy could collapse. It could 
collapse anyway. 

Contrary to appearance it is the 
.economic threat posed by the Left 
wing insurgents rather than the 
military threat they represent that 
puts President Duane's junta in 
the greater jeopardy. After two 
years of Left wing insurrection 
only a confirmed visionary can see 
much hope in El Salvador's med- 
ium term future. 

The exact state of the economy 
is a matter for controversy. The 
gross national product fell 8.5 per 
cent last year. The government 
suggests that with luck it could 
climb back to zero growth in 1982. 
The U.S. embassy says that the 
bottom of the curve is being rea- 
ched and upwards is the only way 
•to go. The church-run Uai- 
versidad Centtoaraericana 
(UCA) says the worst is still to 
come. 

No one denies however, that 
private investment is virtually nil, 
business confidence is at a low 
ebb. foreign debts are mounting 
— albeit from a low base — and 
the government urgently needs 
foreign aid. Not all the travails are 
due to the action of the Left-wing 


U.S. casino revenues total $3.6b 


PHILADELPHIA, Jan,;8-(R) — Revenues from casino gambling in 
the United States rose.J.0 per cent to about $3.6 billion in 1981, 
according to the accounting firm of Laventbol and Horwath. 

A major part of the increase occurred in Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
where nine casino-hotels were operating by the end of the year. Tbeir 
revenues rose from $642 million in 1980 to about $1.1 billion last 
year, the firm said. 

Casinos in Nevada were expected to produce about $2.5 billion, a 
slight increase over $2.36 billion in 1980. 


guerrillas. Low prices for El Sal- 
vador’s main exports, coffee, cot- 
ton and sugar, compounded with 
the world depression and the crisis 
in the Central American Common 
Market, formerly an eager buyer 
of the country's manufactured 
goods, would have dimmed Sal- 
vadorean economic prospects 
anyway. 

What would have been a crisis 
has this year been turned to som- 
ething close to disaster by the act- 
ions of the 6,000 FMLN guerrillas 
and their civilian associates, the 
FDR or Revolutionary Dem- 
ocratic Front. The blowing up of 
scores of pylons and attacks on 
power stations have resulted in 
grave power cuts whose results 
have ranged from tons of shrimp 
rotting in crippled cold stores to 
the shutdown of factories. Com- 
munications with the eastern third 
of the country have been impeded 
by the dynamiting of the Puente 
de Oro, the principal bridge across 
the River Lempa. 

Consequently per capita GNP 
will probably drop by more than 
20 per cent this year which means 
h will be down a total of 38 per 
cent on 1978. The proportion of 
the work force which has per- 
manent employment is put at no 
more than 38 per cent. 

Fixed capital investment, which 
in 1979 reached nearly $100 mil- 
lion, is now down to less than half 
of this figure which means that not 
even depreciation is being covered 
by new money. 

The rate of inflation this year, 
according to government cal- 
culation, will be no more than 20 
per cent at worst, but UCA sug- 
gests that the real level could be 54 
per cent. 

In such a situation President 
Duarte is forced to have inc- 
reasing recourse to the U.S. Gov- 
ernment. 

In fiscal 1981 the U.S. Gov- 
ernment spent $133 million in civ- 
ilian aid and in fiscal 1 982 this fig- 
ure could near $200 million. M3- 
itaiy aid in fiscal 1981 was $35.4 
million and this will almost cer- 
tainly rise. The Stafe Department 
is not without hs difficulties in the 
U.S. where many legislators are 
suspicious of a Vietnam-type inv- 


olvement, where the churches are 
often strongly opposed to further 
help to President Duarte and 
where budget-cutting has pre- 
cedence over foreign aid, however 
worthy the recipient. 

The U.S. government- is the- 
refore using every an of per- 
suasion to get the international 
lending agencies tapitch in dollars 
and to convince governments 
sympathetic to the Duane junta to 
help out. In the year to date the 
World Bank should have put in 
some $77 million, despite the fact 
that for months it suspended dis- 
bursements because the security 
situation would not allow it to ove- 
rsee the projects ft was funding. 
The International Monetary' Fund 
has put in $ 1 23 million despite the 
fact that the Duarte junta is wor- 
king with what are effectively dual 
exchange rates and an overvalued 
currency while the Inter- 
American Development Bank, 
very reliant now on the good will 
of Washington for new capital 
resources, has put up $102 mil- 
lion. 

The U.S. and the Duarte gov- 
ernment arc hoping that the levels 
of multilateral aid will be mai- 
ntained or raised and expect that 
more mopey wfl] come in from 
Argentina, Uruguay and Ven- 
ezuela. Thus the S300 million that 
President Duarte says he needs 
next year should be met . The Cen- 
tral Reserve Bank, however, 
warns that the total the country 
will need over the next three years 
will be $1.2 billion. This would 
represent $80 a year for every 
man, woman, and child till the end 
of 1984. 

While the U.S. Government 
does its best to keep the Sal- 
vadorean economy afloat it lends 
powerful support to the efforts of 
President Duarte to beat the ins- 
urgents militarily and to hold cre- 
dible elections for a constituent, 
assembly in March. 

Military aid. as audited, in fiscal 
1981. came to- $35.4 million and 
President Reagan hopes almost to 
doable that figure in the coming 
year. 

As President Duarte struggles 
to prepare for the March elections 
Washington has been waging an 
international diplomatic battle to 
mute growing calls from the U.N. 
the French and Mexican gov- 
ernments and many other quarters 
for negotiations to end the fig- 
hting. 

It has also been trying to per- 
suade foreign governments and 
institutions to recognise and obs- 
erve the poll. Here there have 
been difficulties. President Duane 
in his year in power has lost much 


of the popularity he enjoyed a 
decade ago when he was a much 
acclaimed Mayor of San Salvador. 

The high murder rate and the 
recklessness of the army have put 
paid to whatever slim hope there 
once might have been that the cen- 
tre and the Left would participate 
in the March poll and thus make it 
a genuine test of public opinion. 

At the same time the powerful 
Salvadorean extreme Right has 
turned against President Duane. 
They blame him for not being 
even tougher with the insurgents 
and their-sympatbisers. 

In such circumstances it is dif- 
ficult to see how the March poll 
'could give much legitimacy to the 


winners, whoever they were tc- be 
At the same lime, a negotiates 
settlement, the solution offered by 
the Left and endorsed b> a gro- 
wing body of world c pinion, see ms 
almost as forlorn. The Left is a 
precarious alliance. 

For its part, the Rich'. i> also 
split. Negotiations, between av.ei: 
entrenched guerrilla moyerne:'.* 

’ and a Right to which the L.S. un- 
pledged its full support, would he 
unlikely to bring e:*-<> com- 
promise. such is the bitterness exi- 
sting between the contenders. The 
prospect is that wa^. with con- 
sequent loss of life .snd money, w is! 
continue for e long time to come. 

— F:/:sn>rLd ki'm x Vc.'.’i'e 


LONDON EXCK»@; 
RATES 


LONDON. Jan. 8 (R) — Following are the buying and seibr.g rates { 
for leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at the av \ 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markers soJtn. * 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.9147/57 
1.1867/70 
2.2600/10 
2 .4790/48 1 5 
J .8280/95 
38.50/52 
5.7390/7420 
1209.75/1210.25 
221.60/70 
52*550/70 
5.821/30 
7.3750/75 
398.00/398.50 1 


U.S. dollar* 
Canadian dv»ll.:r 
West German n 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian banc- 
French frrcvs 
Iralijn lire 
Japanese >cn 
Swedish crown.* 
Norwegian crc\ 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollar 


LONDON STOCK 


i L jaIi cJ 


LONDON. Jan. S (R) — Equities were mixed while government 
bonds added 1/4 or 3/S point in fairly quiet rrad in g. -dealer- said. 
At 1500, the F.T. index was up 0.9 at 530.4. 

Chemicals were in demand. Glaxo outstanding with a ! 2p rise 
to 434. Beecham and ICI were both up 4p. Electricals were 
depressed, with Thom off 1 5p at 445 and Racal and GEC down 
2p and 3p respectively. Elsewhere, movements of a penny or two 
either way were the norm, although Lucas managed n 5p gain. 

Gold shares and North American names were narrowly mixed. 

. Discount bouses, marked sharply lower yesterday after the 
Smith St. Aubyn rights issue announcement, managed gains o» a 
few pence, dealers said. Smith itself was up 2p ;0 3S compared 
with 131 before the announcement. Union recovered well with □ 
lOp gain to 408 against 403 at the start yesterday. 

Bank of Scotland, volatile of late on bid speculation, was unc- 
hanged at 517 after 524. Other banks were narrowly mixed. 

Pand O and Unigate, also rumoured to be takeover candidates, 
fell jp and 2p respectively. 





JORDAN TELEVISION 


CHANNEL 3 

530 Koran 

5*50 J- Cartoons 

6:15 Rainbow 

&35 Cartoons 

7:20 Local Programme 

7:38 Local Programme on 

Agriculture 

8c00 News m Arabic 

&30 Arabic Series 

£30 Local Programme 

10:10 Arabic Play 

11:30 — — News in Arabic 

CHANNEL 6 

6A0 French Programme 

7:00 - News in French 

7 JO News io Hebrew 

7:45 1 Varieties 

&00 News in Arabic 

&30 Comedy; M.A.S.H. 

Doctor 

fc30 Saturday Variety Show 

IfcM News in English 

1005 Feature Film; 

Can’t Help Singing 


JORDAN RADIO 
1*55 KHz, AM & 99 MHz, 
FM 


Sign on 

>Mi Morning Show 

** News Bulletin 

Morning Show 

.............. News Summary 

„ Eternal Jerusalem 

__ __ sign off 

...... .News Headlines 

Pop Session 

News Summary 

..... Radntbeque 

News Bulletin 

' , . instrumentals 
ZiZTowr a Cup of Tea 

..4— ... Conceit Hour 

News Summary 
Instrumentals 


1630 Old Favourites 

17:00 Melody Time 

17:30 — In Concert 

I&00 - News Summary 

1&30 Play of the Week 

— — News 

1930 — Top Twenty 

2030 Classical Music 

21.-00 - Old Favo unties 

22£0 Close down 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 
639, 720, 1413 KHz 


GMT 

04:00 Newsdesk 04:30 Bac- 
ktracking 04:45 FfaandaJ News 
4:55 Reflections 05:00 World 
News; British Press Review 05:15 
About Britain 85:30 New Ideas 

05:40 Book Choice 05:45 The 
World Today WWW Newsdesk 
0650 Terry Wogan's Album Time 
07 W0 World News; News about 
Britain 07:25 Rom tile Weeklies 
07 J0 The French Miniature 07:45 
Network U.K. 0&0Q World News; 
Refle cti ons 08:15 Peebles' Choice 
0&30 Rhythm 'o' Roots 0940 
World News; British Press Review 
09:15 The World Today 09-.30 Fin- 
ancial News 0M0 Look Ahead 
0M5 Science in Action 10:15 
About Britain 1950 A Murder of 
Quality 11:00 World News; News, 
about Britain 11:15 New Ideas 
11:25 The Week in Wales 11:30 
Meridian 12.-00 Radio Newsreel 
12J5 Anything Goes 12^5 Sports 
Rougd-up 13:00 World News; 
Commentary 13:15 Network UJC 
1*30 Golden Treasury 13:45 A 
Touch of Genius 14:15 I Spy Fic- 
tion 1430 Rhythm 'n* Roots 1530 
Radio Newsreel 15:15 Saturday 
Special 1630 World News; Com- 
mentary 16:15 Saturday Special 
17:00 News Summary, Saturday 
Special 17:45 Sports Round-Up 
IfcOO Worfd News; News About 
Britain 18:15 Radio Newseel 
1830 Play of the Week: Stevie 
1930 Terry Wogan's Album Time 
2ftO0 World News; Commentary 


20:15 Goods Books 2030 Death 
and the Magician 21:15 Twentieth 
Century Folk 2130 People and 
Politics 2230 World News; From 
Our Own Correspondent 2230 
New Ideas 22:40 Reflections 22:45 
Sports Round-up 23:00 World 
News; Commentary 23:15 Let- 
terbox 2330 Meridian 


VOICE OF AMERICA 


GMT 

0330 The Breakfast Show: news 
on the hour and 28 min. after each 
hour 17:00 Weekend 1 8.-00 Special 
English; oews/words and their sto- 
ries. feature, short stories 1830 
New York, New York 194)0 News 
and This Week 1930 Press Con- 
ference USA 20d)0 Special Eng- 
lish; news/ words and tbeir stories 
20:15 Music USA (Jazz) 21:00 
Weekend 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


ARRIVALS: 


01:15 

02d» 


...» Cairo 

Baghdad 


8.-00 

Cairo (EA) 

8:45 .. 
&55 


9*39 .. 

Jeddah 

9:40 .. 

Dhahran 

9:45 ., 
950 . 

Karachi Dubai 

lOdlO 


10:10 

- Beirut 

10:15 


11:05 

urns 


1630 


1735 


17:45 

17:45 

Copenhagen, Athens 

New York, Vienna 

1830 


1845 


1845 


MWft 


2ft30 

29*30 

Beirut (MEA) 

0020 


01:00 

— Baghdad 


DEPARTURES: 


6:15 ... 


6:45 ... 
7d)0 ... 
7.-40 .... 

940 ... 

.Aqata 

Damascus, Pans (AF) 

935 ... 


]<k00 .. 


limo .. 


11-31) 


11:45 Geneva, Brussels 

11:55 Zurich (SwissAir) 

12drn London 

12dm Copenhagen (ScandinavianJ 

12.-05 Riyadh (Saudia) 

1230 Paris 

12 -*n rami 

13:15 . 

19 KW .. 


1930 . 


2<h00 . 


20:15 . 


2030 . 
21:15 . 

Aba Dhabi Dubai 

Cairn (FA) 

22.-00 

Baghdad 

01:15 . 



EMERGENCIES 


DOCTORS: 


Munzir Al Qarini 

76258 

Issam AI Hawamdeb 33029/62295 

Zarqa: 

Mahmoud Qoorah 

.85132 

Irbid: 


Mohammad Al Shar' 

73680 

PHARMACIES: 


Al Arabivab AI Kubrah ... 

23141 

Salsmeh 

.94779 

Fanafeh -... 

37140 


.22943 

Al'Ijjah 

.72068 


Zarqa: — — 

AlJalb* - 

Royal — - ~-l — ) 

lrbid: - 

A1 Hadithah 2308 

TAXIS: - 

T a Tin a 44660 

A1 Neil 44433 

Tariq 23024 

Shmeisani 65294 

Asem - — 66503 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

American Centre — 41520 

British Council 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre .... 37009 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre — 24049 
Turkish Cultural Centre ... 39777 

Haya Arts Centre - 65195 

AJ Hussein Youth City — 67181 

Y.W.C.A 41793 

Y.W.M.A 64251 

Amman Municipal Library 36111 
University of Jordan Library 
843555/843666 


SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wed- 
nesday ai the Grand Palace Hotel, 
130 p.m. 

Lions Amman Club. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at 
the Intercontinental Hotel, 1.30 

pjn. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tue- 
sday at the Intercontinental HoteL 
2.00 p.m. 

PhBaddphh Rotary Chib. Mee- 
tings every Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn, 1:30 pjn. 

MUSEUMS 

MUftary Museum: Collection of' 
militar y memorabilia dating from 
the Arab Revolt of 1916. Sports 
City, Amman. Opening bonis 9 
QJU--4 p.m.. Sunday to Friday. 
Closed on Saturdays. TeL 64240. 
FoBdore Museum; Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also 
mnsaies from Madaba and Jerasb 
(4th to 18th centuries). The 


Roman Theatre, Amman. Ope- 
ning hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5 pjn. 
Year-round. TeL 51760 
Popular Life of Jordan Museum; 
100 to 150 year old items such as 
costumes, weapons, musical ins- 
truments, etc. Opening hours; 9.00 
ajn. - 5.00 p.m. closed Tuesdays. 
Tel. 37169 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: 
Has an excellent collection of the 
antiquities of Jordan. Jabal Al 
QaTa (Citadel- Hill). Opening 
hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 pan. (Fri- 
days and official holidays 10.00 
a m - 4.00 pjn.). Closed on Tue- 
sdays. 

Jordan National Gaflery: Contains 
a collection of paintings, ceramics, 
and sculpture by contemporary Isl- 
amic artists from most of the Mus- 
lim countries and a collection of 
paintings by 19th Century ori- 
entalist artists. Muntazah, Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Opening horns: 10.00 

а. m. - 1.30 pjn. and 3.30 p'.m. - 

б. 00 pjn. Closed on Tuesdays. Tel. 
30128 


CHURCHES 

Church of tfae Annunciation 
(Roman Catholic) Jabal Luw- 
eibdeh 37440 

St Joseph Church (Roman Cat- 
holic) Jabal Amman 24590 


De la Salle Church (Roman Cat- 



hoik) Jabal Hussein 66428 
Church of the Annunciation 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali 23541 

Lebanese pounj .. 
Syrian p-'und 


Anglican Church (Church of the 
Redeemer) Jabal Amman 23585 
Armenian Orthodox Church Ash- 
rafieh 75261 

Armenian Catholic Church Ash- 
rafieh 71331 

Kuwaiti dinar 
Egyptian pound ... 

Oa:ari rival 

UAE dirham 

Omani rival 

i I'Jn.f. ‘ JuH ‘ 

33r* .iw.ti » 

v:..' 8 1 

.... Q ~Z.? y7o.i ! 

PRAYER TIMES 

U.K. sterling 

W. German mjrk 

.... M"u.t»?1.8 * 

.... l-v .*> 150.8 • 
.... 187 V’ SS 4 ■ 


French franc 

Italian lire 

fu i s-4.5 > 

> 

Fajr 5:13 

Sunrise 6:38 

(for every 1UU) .... 



Dbuhr 1 1 :43 

‘Asr 2:30 

Maghreb 4:48 

■Isha 6:11 

(for every (00) .... 

Dutch guilder 

.... :;.v? ( 54 . s J 
.... i.tb 7- 137.5 * 

Belcian franc 

Swedish crown 

87.9 SS.4 » 

(i0. u Dl i ; 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


Ambulance (government) 75111 

Civil Defence rescue 61111 

Jordan Electric Power Co. (emergency) 36381-2 

Municipal water service (emergency) 37111-3 

Police headquarters 39141 

Najdeb roving patrol rescue police, (English sp oken) 

24 hours a day for emergency . — ... 21111. 37777 

Airport information (ALIA) 92205/92206 

Jordan Televirion 73111 

Radio Jordan .. 74111 


Firstaid, fire, police 

Fire headquarters 

Cablegram or telegram 

Telephone: 


Information 

Jordan and Middle East trunk calls 

Overseas radio and satellite calls 

Telephone maintenance and repair *rrv 


MARKET PRICES 


Tomatoes 300 

Eggplant (small) 170 

Eggplant (large) 140 

Rrtatoes (imported) 140 

Marrow (small) 140 

l M wow (large) 90 

Cucumber (small) 350 

Cucumber (large)-...... - 250 

Ifot Green Pepper ...ts 150 

Sweet Pepper 170 

Cabbage - ; 100 

Onions (dry) _....... 100 

Green onions 200 

Garlic 400 

Spmaeh - 120 

Coconut (piece) 380 

Beans 300 

Ranting* 260 


Broad Beans 

Bananas (Mukammar) , 

Apples (Golden) 

Apples (Double Red) . 

Apples (Starken) 

Lemons 

Oranges (Abu surra) .. 
Oranges (Sharaoutil ... 

Oranges (local) 

Oranges (French) 

Cauliflowers 

Tangerine 

Bomali 

Carrot 

Turnips 

Chestnut 

Grapefruit 

Beet 





WHEN YOU MEET THIS SYMBOL, 
YOU CAN TRUST THE PRODUCT. 

You will find -(he Electrolux symbol on refrigerators and air-conditioners. You will 
run into it on vaeuumcleaners and sewing machines. On ovens too. and laundry 
machines. For domestic or professional use. Cleaning services, shelving systems 
and office equipment as well. 

Our range of products is wide and varying. But the meaning of the symbol 
is invariably the same: Scandinavian style with Swedish longevity. 

So when you are looking for one of these products, just look for the shop 
that displays this symbol. 



THE ELECTROLUX GROUP OF COMPANIES 
S- 105 45 STOCKHOLM. SWEDEN. 


ELECTROLUX JORDAN TRADING CO. LTD 

Shmeisani - P.O. Box 925229 Tel. 64913 - Tlx. 21790 Amman - Jordan 
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SPORTS 


New Zealand confident for World 
Cup qualifier against China 


GOREN BRIDGE 


SINGAPORE. Jan. S i R) — The 
New Zealand soccer team arrived 
here today confident they will 
have the edge over China in Sun- 
day's play-off to decide the 24th 
and last place in the World Cup 
finals in Spain this summer. 

.After being greeted by a col- 
ourful Maori welcome. English- 
born manager John Edshead pre- 
dicted the game would be tight, 
but probably in his team's favour. 

'Tt's going to be close and I 
don't think there w’ill be more than 
one goal between us." he told a 
press conference. 

“Bui we have the edge since we 
have taken three points off China 
in our last two encounters." 

In their Asia -Oceania qua- 
lifying zone matches New Zealand 
held China to a goalless draw- in 
Peking and notched up a 1 -0 vic- 
tory in Auckland. 

The two sides tied for second 
place behind group winners Kuw- 
ait following New Zealand's ast- 
onishing 5-0 triumph against 
Saudi Arabia last month. 

“China were not prepared for 


our win in Riyadh, it's left them on 
a downer w’hile we are on an 
upper." Edshead said. 

Meanwhile. Chinese officials 
dispelled doubts about the fitness 
of star forward Rong Zhihang. 

The 33-year-old striker, dub- 
bed “China's Pele" gave local fans 
a fright when he limped from the 
field during a training session last 
night nursing a left leg covered in 
Chinese medicated plaster, a rem- 
edy for pulled muscles. 

But Chinese Football Ass- 
ociation President Nian Weisi 
dismissed this adding: “There is 
nothing wrong with Zhihang". 

The veteran star turned out with 
the 20-man squad for a workout 
this morning going through a ser- 
ies of strenous exercises and pra- 
ctise moves apparently without 
any ill effects. 

Keen interest in China's for- 
tunes among Singapore's pre- 
dominantly Chinese fans ensured 
rhat all 60.000 seats were snapped 
up within hours of going on sale 
yesterday. Thousands had camped 
out overnight in torrential storms 
to be sure of a ticket. 


BY CHARLES H. GOREN 
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» Both vulnerable. South deals 
I NORTH 
; + S3 

j '' A 7 4 2 

I : Q 96 5 

+ 8 32 


WEST EAST 

+ 9 + QJI065 

' QI0S53 ' KJ96 

: J 10 3 : 8 

♦ QJ97 *654 

SOUTH 
+ AK 742 
■T Void 
; A K 7 4 2 
* A K 10 
The bidding: 

South West .North East 

2 + Pass 2 NT Pass 

3 Pass 4 v pass 
6 £ Pass Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Queen of +. 


Netherlands out to avenge 1977 
hockey defeat by Pakistan 

BOMBAY. Jan. 8 t R) — The Netherlands will be out for revenge 
when they meet holders Pakistan in the semifinal of the men's World 
Hockey Cup on Sunday. 

The Dutch, who pipped Olympic champions India on goal dif- 
ference for a place in the last four, will be eager to avenge the defeat 
they suffered at the hands of Pakistan in the final of the last World 
Cup in Buenos Aires in 1977. 

The other semifinal brings together Australia, unbeaten in their 
preliminary group, and West Germany. 

Australia have made steady progress since finishing eighth in the 
firet World Cup in Spain in 1971. They took fifth place in Kuala 
Lumpur in 1975 and moved up to third in .Argentina. 

India are still in a mood of despair after losing 2-1 to Australia 
yesterday, a defeat which cost the hosts a place in the semifinal. The' 
Netherlantfs 2-2 draw with the Soviet Union meant India would 
have advanced to the play-offs on goal difference if they had taken 
one point off the Australians. P 

In the play-off for places. India will meet New Zealand, Poland will 
play the Soviet Union. Spain will meet Malaysia and England will 
play Argentina. 

Seedings decided for World Cup 

PARIS. Jan. 8 ( R) — Joao Havelange, President of the International 
Football Federation iFTFAl, today confirmed reports that the World 
Cup organisers have decided on the seedings for next week’s draw in 
Madrid. 

Speaking to reporters in Paris, where he attended the draw for the 
1984 European Championship. Havelange said the six iop-seeded 
countries would be holders Argentina, hosts Spain, and former win- 
ners Italy, West Germany. England and Brazil. 


Bridge is a deceptive 
game. Some hands seem so 
easy that you can be lulled in- 
to a false sense of .security, 
with the result that you fail 
to consider all possibilities. 
Then a quirk of distribution 
turns a huge profit into a 
loss. Here's a ease in point. 

South's hand might not 
qualify as a textbook exam- 
ple of a demand bid. but his 
strong distributio.ua] 
features and wealth of con- 
trols more than compensated 
for any deficiency in high 
cards. When North suppor- 
ted his second suit freely. 
South leaped straight to the 
small slam. 

West led the queen of 


clubs, and when dummy up 
pea red declarer was slightly 
unhappy that he had n»»l risk 
cd a grand slam. He won the 
km- r of clubs and drew 
truiups in three rounds 
without the slightest concern 
about what the future might 
have in store. Next came the 
ace and king «f spades, and 
when Wes! discarded a heart 
on the second spade, 
declarer’s plight began to 
dawn on him. lie had three 
spade losers and a club in hi.< 
hand, and only one trump and 
the ace of hearts to take care 
of them. That still left him 
with a lo<rr tou many, so hr 
ended up down one. 

Declarer was unlucky to 
run into a “>>1 spade bre:ik 
and a 3-1 trump split — on** 
the few combinations that 
could defeat the slam. Bui 
declarer could have guarded 
against the actual distribu- 
tion. If spades wen* 4 2 and 
trumps no worse than 3-1. 
the slam could never be 
defeated. So. before touching 
trump>, declarer should play 
the ace and king nl spades. II 
both s, land up, declarer can 
draw three trumps, ruff a 
spade and concede a spado if 
necessary but still make his 
slam. 

As the cards lie. West can 
ruff the second spade, but 
declarer is still safe. Best 
rerurn is a trump. Declarer 
wins in hand and ruffs three 
spades in dummy, using the 
ace of clubs and a heart ruff 
as entries. The queen of 
diamonds on the hoard 
prevents West from scoring 
a second spade ruff, and the 
ace of hearts takes care of 
declarer's club loser. 


Coe to make television commercials 

LONDON. Jan. 8 (R) — Athlete Sebastian Coe, holder of three 
world records, is to appear on British television in a milk drink 
commercial. 

Coe. the fastest man in the world over 800-and 1,000 metres and 
one mile, is the first Briton to take advantage of the new regulation 
allowing track-and-field athletes to advertise without endangering 
their amateur status. 

The 25-year-old Olympic 1,500 metres champion will earn 
£30.000 for a series of 20-second commercials. 
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TIME SHARING 


We offer you and your family residence in a first-class hotel, in. any 
country of your choice in the world, for one full week 

(once a year only j. 

You pay S3000 only. 

: 

Moreover, we give you as a gift two round-trip tickets from Amman to 

Tangiers to introduce you to 


ISMAIL BILBEISI & CO 

- V • .T? *T« ■ . 

JONG HUSSEIN S$g|£T_ TEL22S15 ,38103 , 36104. AMMAN. JORDAN 


TIME SHARING 


For further information , caff TIME SHARING 

PAN PACIFIC TRAVEL AND TOURIST 


KING HUSSEIN ST., NEAR THE PALACE OF JUSTICE 

TEL. 21688 or 38387 
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Upholding puritanical traditions in Chinatown 


By Robert Mahoney 

— Ratter 

SINGAPORE — “Next please,” 
shouts a street hawker as he unc- 
oils a 10-foot (three-metre)-long 
python from around his blood- 
spattered arm. 

• A diminutive Chinese hou- 
sewife shuffles forward to take a 
chipping plastic bag containing rht» 
famfly' s evening meal — a pound 
of python. The young butcher 
skins pythons and iguanas and pri- 
ses the shells off turtles while his 
mother takes the money from the 
early morning shoppers in the 1 
busy market streets of Singapore’s 
Chinatown. 

The scene and the surroundings 
'have changed little over the dec- 
ades but soon they will be swa- 
llowed np by concrete and 
skyscrapers slowly tightening their 
grip around the 2.5 sq. kilo metre 
area. 

Bulldozers win shortly put an 
end to scenes like this in the col- 
ourful and noisy enclave to make 
way for towering offices and apa- 
rtment blocks. 

The so-called “wet market” in 
the Cantonese quarter, one of 
Chinatown's seven dialect groups, 
is alive with shoppers aDd hawkers 
buying and selling everything 
from dried cockroaches and bats 
— reputed to be good for asthma 
_ and improving virility — to reptile 
meat tropical fruits and joss- 
sticks. 

But the days of street vending 
are numbered as progress in the 
guise of health and income tax 
inspectors herd hawkers into 
government-designated food and 
shopping centres where they will 
pay both rent and taxes. 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


Next year will see the dis- 
a PP earanc e of ail Chinatown's 
4,000 ^ ma k es h ift roadside stalls 
and with them a way of life that 
has thrived ever since the Britfch 
settled the first Chinese hnm - 
igrants into an area South of the 
Singapore river 150 years ago. 

Concrete and glass tower blocks 
have been gnawing at the edges of 
Chinatown for the l ast 15 years 
but Singapore planners have has- 
tened the process. Land is at a 
premium on the tiny, 620 sq. kil- 
ometre island and the profits from 
office and shop development are 
enormous. 

At one time, Chinatown was on 
the seafront but as land was eel- 
aimed, so its southern perimeter 
became dominated by new com- 
mercial buildings and banks in the 
island's blossoming business dis- 
trict. 

“Take a good look,” said an off- 
icial guide, pointing to rows of 
decorative, balconied two-storey 
shop booses. “There will be not- 
hing of this left in a few years. 

“AQ these streets are coming 
down. The storekeepers and cra- 
ftsmen who live and work here will 
be resettled in high rise apartment 
blocks.” 

The ■ guide, Lim Kim Guan, 
grew up in Chinatown at a time 
when Chinese secret societies ran 
organised crime, and rickshaw 
coolies jammed the narrow str- 
eets. 

Hie regrets the passing of much 
of the traditional lifestyle, though 
his own points to Chinatown' s fig- 
ure — he moved out several years 
ago for the greater comfort of a 
government flat 

About 300,000 people used to 
live in Chinatown but since World 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 . by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

A WHAT WAS THE NAME \ 
r OF THE GIRL WE > 

_ FOUND IN THE BAR? ' 


War II the number dwindled to 
1 00,000 as homes gave way to off- 
ices and the younger generation, 
like Mr. Lim, moved into public 
housing authority flats. 

There are those who prefer to 
stay, living perhaps eight to room. 

Their lives inevitably spill over 
into the street where eating, dri- 
nking and entertainment are all 


cheaply and noisily available ben- 
eath a canopy of dripping laundry. 

Despite the shadow cast by the 
neighbouring tower blocks, Chi- 
natown has a relatively pro- 
sperous air. The range of fresh 
produce on the stalls is impressive 
and there is no shortage of money 
among the older people who want 
to gamble at Mahjong. 


Singapore's Chinatown is dee- 
ply traditional, not glossy new 
rich. Shop signs are hand-painted 
not lurid neon and in keeping with 
the island’s general p unionism, 
there are no dis- 
cotheques, massage parlours or 
girlie bars nestling in side alleys to 
entice tourists. 

It is precisely because of this 


sense of the living past that people 
like Mr. Lim feel it is essential to 
retain a large part of Chinatown. 

“It is no use preserving a temple 
here and a row of houses there/’ 
be said. “You have to save a whole 
thriving community, make a 
haven for the traditional trades 
and skills that have been driven 
from other areas.” 


Moldavian plays it up with violins 
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TRAFC 


■ si&xsxr 

TELLU 


CARFIB 


PHANEP 


Gypsy violins nude by German Kostrubin. (TASS) 


THE BETTER HALF, 

Si ~ r 
v f*r <& 


By Vinson 


Now arrange the carded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: [ X X X X X J 

(Answers tomorrow) 

„ _ • , I Jumbles: PECAN FUROR NUTRIA GAINED 

Yesterdays .... .... . . . ... ____ 


Her age is unlisted and if you drag it out of her, 
it'll probably be a WRONG number." 



A set of now forgotten old vio- 
lins has been made for the folk 
music company Leularii by 
German Kostrubin, a skillful 
violin-maker from Moldavia, a 
Soviet republic in the southwest 
of the USSR. For that work, be 
was awarded the title of IVo- 
ple's Master of the Republic. 

His studio contains violins of 
various shapes and sizes, times 
and schools. Some are over 200 
years old, others have not yet 
been played. 

German Kostrubin has res- 
tored scores of violms among 


which are violins of 17th cen- 
tury made by Italian masters. 
Musicians from Moscow, Yer- 
evan. Odessa. Nikolay ev and 
other cities turn to German for 
help and advice. He not only 
restores violins made by mas- 
ters of the past but makes his 
own violins. 

Moldavia's Ministry' of Cul- 
ture provided a special studio in 
which German together with 
his trainees is making violins of 
various sizes for children to 
learn to play. 



German Kostrubin, a violin-maker from Moldavia, a Soviet rep- 
ublic in the southwest of the Soviet Union. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, JAN. 9, 1982 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: A day to enjoy the pur- 
suits which bring you the greatest amount of relief from 
pressures. A time to express your appreciation to those 
who have been loyal to you in the pest. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Contacting associates and 
talking over how to improve the relationship is wise at 
this time. Avoid a troublemaker. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You can make the right 
improvements to your surroundings now and gain added 
prestige. Plan the future wisely. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Your finest talents can be 
expressed most intelligently now and you can make a fine 
impression on others. Be logical. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) Show that you 
appreciate new benefits which you now enjoy. Strive for 
more happiness and harmony in the home. 

LEO (July 22 to Aug. 21) You are able to gain the sup- 
port of those who are important in your life. Show true ap- 
preciation in a tangible way. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You are now able to get 
the backing you need so that you can put a new project in 
operation. Make improvements to property. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You can accomplish almost 
anything you pet your mind to at this time. Attend the 
social tonight and show affection for friends. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Let your intuitive forces 
come to the fore now which can be helpful when dealing 
with allies. Take no risks in motion. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Think in terms of 
how you can help friends in need. Any social affairs to 
which you are invited should be attended. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Obtain the right ap- 
pliances which will make your home more functional and 
efficient. Don’t lose your temper with foes. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Obtain the information 
you need from the right source. A friend can be most 
helpful to you now. Show your appreciation. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Don't take loved one so 
much for granted. Make sure your bills are paid. Take 
steps to improve your surroundings. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN T ID AY ... he or she wiii 
be one of those persons with a particular charm that most 
everyone likes. There is much artistry in this nature and 
this should be accented in the educational curriculum. 
Don't neglect ethical training. 

“The Stars impel, they do not compel.” What you make 
of your life is largely up to you! 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished apartment consisting of two bedrooms, 
sitting room and dining room, with telephone, colour T.V., 
central heating and secured water supply. 

Location: 4th Circle, Jabal Amman 

Can tel. 41925, 42265 


GOOD LOCATION 

FOR RENT 

A house with independent telephone and central hea- 
ting. Three bedrooms, two sitting rooms, two glazed 
verandas and maid’s room; very spacious kitchen. 
Wall-to-wall carpeting. 

Planted garden and parking area. Located in 6th - 7th 
circle area, Jabal Amman. Can be let furnished or unf- 
urnished. 

For appointment call 812399, anytime. 
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UNIVERSITY OF JORDAN 
FACULTY OF ARTS 

The Language Centre 
Courses in ARABIC for non-native 
speakers 

The Language Centre at the University of Jor- 
dan is planning to offer courses in Modern Sta- 
ndard Arabic for members of the foreign com- 
munity in Amman. Classes are due to start on Feb. 

6, and will last until May 26, 1982. Classes will 
meet three days a week from 5:30 to 7:10 p.m. (i.e.. 
six class hours a week). The course fee is JD 35. 

Those interested should contact the Language 
Centre as soon as possible, at 843555, extension 
1441. Working hours are 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. and 2-5 
p.m., Sat urd ay-Wed nesd ay. j 

In addition, the centre will continue to offer its 
20-hour a week morning courses in Arabic for 
non-native speakers. The fee for these courses is j 
JD 1 00 a semester. . a 

Dr. Muhammad H. Ibrahim, director j 

the Language Centre 1 


THE Daily Crossword By Mark Santora 


ACROSS 
1 Final 
5 After under 
or hire 
9 Turning 
tool 

14 To shelter 

15 Cruising 

16 Foreigner 

i 17 Anjou, 

■for one 

18 Mafia 
people 

20 Spectacle 

22 IHuminaled 

23 Permission 
paper abbr. 

, 24 Amusing 
situation 

1 28 Salt-cov- 
ered plain 


30 Tourney 
draws 

32 Plaything 

33 Like the 
Sahara 

34 Earth 

35 Fish-eating 
bird 

36 Quixote's 
friend 

39 Crystallize 

41 A Kennedy 

42 Apple 
pitcher 

44 Amazement 

45 Iambi 

46 Gaucho 
gear 

48 Alert again 

50 Lexicon 
letters 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved; 


ImM t IeB 

ML »(eM 

fiLmuftfu 

SEA TIE 




[ T E 
LEN 
k £L 
UTE 
S E R 

11. ’14/ 81 


51 Him. to 
Rene 

52 Montana 
56 Inverse 

form 

59 Bakery 
worker 

60 Actress 
Anouk 

61 Soph’s pad 

62 No-good 
look 

63 Hear of 

64 Invites 

65 Saga of 
the Norse 

DOWN 

1 Jacket 
feature 

2 Reading 
disabili- 
ties 

3 1977 Derby 
winner 

4 Alas., 
before 
statehood 

5 Soviet 
satellite 

6 Stem or 
Hayes 

7 Mass., 

R.L, etc. 

8 “Strip” of 
Palestine 

9 Mario's 
family 

10 Pseudonym 


11 Pedro's 
aunt 

12 Biddy 

13 Nav. off. 

19 Lansbury 
21 Priscilla’s 

love 

25 Prudish 

26 Eternity 

27 “Catcher” 
grass? 

29 USSR sea 

30 Increase 

31 Cry of 
surprise 

34 Strider 

35 Pound of 
poetry 

37 Actor 
Richard 

38 Requires 

39 Shake 
loose 

40 Ram’s mate 
43 Pan-tried 

45 Not liquid 

46 Kingdoms 

47 — Leone 

49 Lum's 
partner 

50 — Mountains 
(US range) 

53 Verdi role 

54 Sgts. 

55 Flooring 

56 “My Gal” 

57 Fasten 

58 Doctors' 

org. 


i 2 3 4 
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Spain reach first step to solve Rock issue 
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LONDON. Jac. 8 (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher of Britain and Leopoldo 
Calvo Sotelo of Spain announced 
today the i 2-year Spanish blo- 
c-.acc of Gibraltar wul end on 
20 when negotiation are set 
«> 'begin on the future of the Bri- 
tish crow'll colony. 

The joint announcement was 
made after discussions at 10 Dow- 
ring Si. between Mrs. Thatcher 
and Mr. Calvo Sotelo, here for a 
ore-day official visit. It was their 
first meeting. 

The reopening of land and sea 
communications between Spain 
■md Roefc at the Soutiiem tip of 
the Iberian Peninsula removes an 


obstacle to Spain's entry into 
NATO and the European Com- 
mon Market. 

Tne British colony has been a 
bone of contention between the 
two countries since its seizure in 
1704 by a British- Dutch fleet after 
a three-day seige. Ever since then, 
Spain has claimed sovereignty 
over Gibraltar. 

Communications were cut in 
1969 by the late Gen. Francisco 
Franco who closed the frontier. 

The joint communique today 
said that discussions between the 
two prime ministers “covered a. 
range of international issues inc- 
luding NATO, the European 
Community and East -West rel- 


Vsclcrna £© ask Pretoria 



TCTORiA. Jan. S 1 A P.) — The Seychelles government has 
said that it wiil ask South Africa to extradite Seychellois citizens 
;ivi-g in South .Africa who were Involved in the Nov. 25 abortive 
;oup in these Indian Ocean islands. 

A communique from the ministry of education and information 

aid an unspecified number of Seychellois citizens living in South 
Africa "would soon be charged in the supreme court here for their 
.orr.pl bity' ir. the abortive coup. 

The government said it will ask South Africa for their extradition 
in exchange for legal evidence to help prosecute 45 mercenaries who 
allegedly hijacked an Air India Boeing 707 jetliner after the botched 
coup bid and ordered it to Durban, South Africa. 

The government communique followed South Africa's decision to 
charge ail 45 mercenaries with hijacking. The Pretoria government 
initially released 59 mercenaries and charged five with kidnapping. 
One was hospitalised and never appeared in court. 

The communique said some of the evidence it is willing to provide 
South .Africa ccuid help establish that the Air India jet on a sch- 
eduled Sigh: from Salisbury to Bombay was deliberately tricked into 
landings- the international airport at Point Larue on the main island 
of Mafre. 

“he mercenaries had taken over the airport control tower and 
tcrrr.ir.e: buildings and were holding a gun ai the back of the air traffic 
controller to force him to dear the .Air India flight to land on the 
blocked runway, the communique said. 



ations. The British prime minister 
warmly welcomed the prospect of 
Spain's entry into NATO and acc- 
ession to the EEC. 

"Both governments have agr- 
eed to stan on April 20, ] 9S2. the 
negotiations envisaged in the Lis- 
bon statement with the aim of ove- 
rcoming all the differences bet- 
ween them on Gibraltar. On the 
same day. direct communications 
will be re-established as provided 
for in the Lisbon statement.” 

The Lisbon agreement of 1980 
provided that Spain would lift its 
blockade as soon as negotiations 
began on a settlement. That agr- 
eement was never implemented. 

Gen. Franco imposed the blo- 
ckade on Gibraltar in 1969. clo- 
sing the land border after the 
Rock's 25.000 inhabitants voted 
to retain links with Britain rather 
than Spain. 

Since then, the only was in or 
out of the colony has been by air or 
sea. The only ferry service now 
operating is to the Moroccan port 
of Tangier. 

Spain has a long-standing ter- 
ritorial claim on Gibraltar. Seized 
by the British in 1 704, it resisted 
three Spanish attempts to rec- 
apture it before being ceded to 
Britain “forever” by the 1 713 
Treaty of Utrecht. 

Britain has strongly supported 
Spain's efforts to join the Eur- 
opean Common Market, and Bri- 
tish officials said Gibraltar was the 
only impediment in relations with 
Spain. 

Gibraltar is still a sensitive pol- 
itical issue in Spain. King Juan 
Carlos refused to attend the wed- 
ding of Britain's heir to the throne. 
Prince Charles, last July on lea- 
rning he would begin a Med- 
iterranean honeymoon cruise 
from Gibraltar. 


?ravda rages at U.S. charges of espionage 


MOSCOW. Jan. S ( R )— The Sov- 
:_*! Communist Party newspaper 
P.-Lvvia today accused Washington 
r? conducting an evil campaign of 
spying and sabotage against the 
Soviet Union. 

A half-cage arriefe named sev- 
-;rai U.S. diplomats expelled from 
the Soviet Union in the last 10 
years of spying charges, but it 
made no fresh accusations against 
■he United States embassy. 

A was accompanied by 3 pho- 
tograph of suns, radios and other 
equipment described as the equ- 
ipment of u U.S. spy. 

The article appeared to be a 
response to recent U.S. all- 
egations that the Soviet KGB sec- 
urity police had stepped up esp- 
ionage in the United States. 

William Webster, director of 
the Federal Bureau of Inv- 
estigation (FBI) said in Was- 
hington on Sunday that about 35 
per cent of Soviet diplomats in the 
united States were trained for 
KGB intelligence work. 


Pravda said many U.S. spies, 
including Martha Peterson and 
Vincent and Becky Crockett, who 
were expelled in the 1970s. were 
caught red-handed. 

"In wild anger and hatred for 
the forces of good, the CLA (Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency) resorts 
to the most evil subterfuges, using 
in their struggle against socialism 
hardened adventurists... ready to 
betray anything," it said. 

"There is a veritable ‘hunt’ 
going on for scientists and des- 
igners. for the latest (Soviet) ach- 
ievements in science and tec- 

SKA slays past- 

BELFAST. Jan. 8 (A.P.) — A 
part-time member of the Ulster 
Defence Regiment (UDR) was 
shot dead today in North Belfast, 
police said. 

The man. in his mid-20s, was 
killed by two gunmen as he ope- 
ned a gasoline station be man- 
aged. police said. 



Ice slows down Earth's rotation 


WASHINGTON. Jan. S (R) — The melting of polar ice caps has 
raised sea levels around the world by about 1 3 centimetres since 
1940 and the extra water has slowed the rotation of the Earth, 
making the day about one-thousandth of a second longer, acc- 

• .-rding ;o two U.S. government scientists. The Commerce Dep- 
artment scientists. Robert Etkins and Edward Epstein, wrote in 

1 the current issue of Science magazine that "rising sea level is a 
significant indication of global climate change." 

■ • Chinese doctors use arm-flesh for tongue 

PEKING. Jan. S (A.P.) — A woman who had cancer of the 

• tongue can now speak normally after doctors fashioned a new 
tongue from the fiesh of her arm. the China Daily has reported. It 
said Shanghai doctors, using microscopes, joined the tongue to 
four vessels and two nerves in her mouth in a 16- hour operation, 
the English-ianguage paper said. It did not say when the surgery 
was performed by doctors attached to the array's second medical 
college in Shanghai. The woman was able to speak normally after 
a month's recuperation, it said. 

! 11,26! leave Vietnam in 1981 

GENEVA. Jan. S (R1 — A total of 11,261 people left Vietnam 

« last year under a United Nations scheme for officially approved 
emigration, a U.N. spokesman said today. Most were Vie- 

i tnamese. but tibout 1 .400 were Kampucheans, the spokesman for 

j the Geneva office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees . 

; { UNHCR) told reporters. The scheme began in 1979. The maj- 

ority of refugees went to the United States to join relatives. 

: Henry Fonda back home from hospital 

LGS .ANGELES. Jan. S (A.P.) — Actor Henry Fonda is back 
ho me after seven weeks at Cedars -Sinai Medical Centre, where 
doctors monitored new treatment for his heart condition, officials 
said. The Tb-year-old actor has worn a pacemaker since 1974. He 
was hospitalised Nov. 17, "suffering some discomfort,” said hos- 
pital spokesman Larry Baum. Fonda went home Wednesday “fee- 
ling very well very chipper.” Baum said. His hospital stay kept 
Fonda from the premiere of his latest movie," On Golden Pond,” 
in which he portrays an SO-year-old man facing death. He co-stars 
with Katherine Hepburn in the film, one of more than SO he has in 
career. 


hnology intended to weaken the 
USSR's scientific potential and 
put it to the use of the United Sta- 
tes. This sordid activity, hostile to 
the USSR, is conducted on dir- 
ectives from the top U.S. lea- 
dership." Pravda said. 

Pravda also cited the case of 
Vladimir Kalinin, a Soviet citizen 
who was executed in 1975 after 
being convicted of passing inf- 
ormation on munitions factories 
to U.S. embassy psrsonneL 

A spokesman for the U.S. emb- 
assy had no comment on the art- 
icle. 



The victim, whose name was not 
immediately released, was the 
second person to die in terrorist 
violence in the British province 
this year and the first UDR man 
slain in 1982. Thirteen were killed 
in 1981. 

The UDR is a chiefly Pro- 
testant. locally recruited regiment 
of the British army. 

The IRA's Provisional wing 
later said in a statement that it was 
responsible for the slaying. The 
statement was issued by the Rep- 
ublican Information Centre in 
Belfast. 

Police said the car used by the 
gunmen had been hijacked earlier 
in the staunchly Roman Catholic 
movement is fighting to end Bri- 
tish rule in Northern Ireland and 
reunite the Protestant-dominated 
province with the Catholic Irish 
Republic. 

The guerrillas have killed 122 
members of the predominantly 
Protestant UDR since the reg- 
iment was formed in 1970. 



By Jose Katigbak 

Retuer 

TWO EX-PRES5DENTS, a ret- 
ired general instrumental in ous- 
ting one of them and a liberal law- 
yer are among the candidates who 
will contest general elections hi 
the Dominican Republic in May. 

All were involved in one way or 
another in the civil war of 1965 
amid the scramble for power after 
the end of the 32 year dictatorship 
of Gen. Rafael Trujillo. 

The two ex-presidents are Juan 
Bosch of the Dominican Lib- 
eration Party (PLD) who was 
deposed in September 1963, after 
barely seven months in office, and 
Joaquin Baiaguer of the Ref- 
ormist Party (PR), winner of three 
successive elections from 1966 to 
1978. 

Mr. Bosch was deposed by the 
military headed by then colonel, 
now general, Elias Wessin y Wes- 
sin, the democratic Quisqueyan 


Europeans open 
Ankara talks 

ANKARA, Jan. S (A.P. I — A 
j 21 -member parliamentary del- 
egation from the Council of 
Europe opened talks be re today 
with Turkey's mflitzry rulers 
which may be crucial for the 
1 6- can ih-old military regime's 
links vita Western Europe. 

The delegation, headed by 
British Labour Member of Par- 
liament Tom tjrwin. arrived in 
Ankara last night and met Tur- 
kish Foreign Minister liter 
Turkmen and the speaker of the 
nominated consultative ass- 
embly Sadi Irmak. They were 
to meet with the head of state, 

| Gen. Kenan Evren, and Prime 
] Minister Bulend Uhisu later, 
i Mr. Irmak received the del- 
; egatian in a conference hall of 

i the now-dissolved parliament, 

| telling the European legislators 
that Turkey’s new constitution 
would be “progressive, hum- 
anistic, democratic and plu- 
ralistic.” 

The 160-member con- 
sultative assembly is helping j 
Turkey's generals to draft a 
new TOCstftation for a return to 
democracy. Gen. Evren has 
said elections vrili be held in 
Turkev in late 1983 or eariv 
1984. ’ 

I 


WASHINGTON. Jan. S !Ri — 
President Reagan, reversing his 
campaign position, has announced 
he would continue the registration 
of 1 S-vear-oId Americans for pos- 
sible military service because "v-c 
live in a dangerous world." 

Mr. Reagan said In a statement 
yesterday he would not ask Con- 
gress to re -impose actual con- 
scription since there was no nat- 


tily such a step. 

The president disclosed 
SOrt.OOn young Americans who 
failed to register for the draft in 
ISSl under an order of former 
President Jimmy Carter would be 
given a grace period to report bef- 
ore the government considered 
steps to prosecute them. 

No Americans have been con- 


scripted since the early l** 70s 
when the Vietnam war ended but 
President Carter ordered reg- 
istration by 18-> car-olds to show 
U.S. resolve in reacting to Soviet 
military intervention in Afg- 
hanistan in December. 1979. 

A Justice Department spo- 
kesman said the department was 
working on details of the 30-60 
day grace period for tardy reg- 
istrees: but complex legal issues 
needed to be w orked out before a 
final ruling was issued. 

Officials said Mr. Reagan, who 
opposed registration when he 
campaigned for the presidency in 
1980. ‘accepted Pentagon arg- 
uments that abandoning ix now 
would signal weakness at a time of 
crisis in Poland and with Soviet 
troops still in Afghanistan. 

However. White House Cou- 
nsellor Edwin Me esc told rep- 
oners the Polish situation was 
“not a major consideration*' in the 
decision. 

Mr. Mccsc also said the grace 
period for those who have failed to 
register so far probably would be 
30 to 60 days. After than, the adm- 
inistration would have no choice 
but to prosecute them. 

About 6.6 million Americans 
have obeyed the registration 
order, the selective service system 
said, since ir became law in June. 
1980. Failure to register could 
bring a five-year jail term and up 
to Si 0.000 fine. 


Sattar elected BNP head 

DACCA. Jan. 8 » Ri — President Abdus Sattnr has been declared 
elected as chairman of the ruling Bangladesh National Party (BNP) 
after two other candidates, including the widow of his assassinated 
predecessor, had withdrawn, the parry announced. 

Papers filed for the election by a fourth candidate were found 
invalid, a pany spokesman said. 

Begum Khaleda Zia. widow of President Zinur Rahman, had 
presented the main challenge to Mr. Sattar. 

But she said in a statement yesterday that she was withdrawing 
from the contest in the interests of greater unity 1 and stability in the 
p3rty. which her husband founded just over three years ago. 

Besum Zia said the president had called on her and assured her 
that he would do all possible to maintain unity and implement her 
husband's social and economic policies. 

The party chairmanship had been vacant since President Zia was 
killed in an abortive military coup last May. 

Khalequzzaman Dudu. the BNP agricultural secretary, also wit- 
hdrew from the contest today, the last day for nominations, and the 
papers filed by former civil aviation minister K.M. Obaedur Rahman 
were found invalid, the party spokesman said. 

Begum Zia's earlier decision to challenge Mr. Sattar appeared to 
have sharpened conflict within the ruling parry. 

She was persuaded to file her nomination last Tuesday by ministers 
dropped in a cabinet reshuffle after Mr. Sattar was elected president 
last November, a spokesman for the rebel group said. 



A 


ionai emergency at present to jus- 


tie draft 



WASHINGTON, Jan. 8 (A.P.)— ‘Tm not saying Secretary Haig 
French Defence Minister Charles agrees with me or shares my view 
Hemu met today with U.S. Sec- but we only discussed the subject 
retarv of State Alexander Haig for a very few minutes during our 
and said afterward the United Sta- entire meeting.'' Mr. Hernu said, 
tes is concerned about but does Yesterday. Mr. Hemu said the 
not disapprove of an increase in United States should be glad that 

mili tary ties between France and France, "playing its proper pol- 

Nicaragua’s leftist government. itieal role.” will provide military 
"There is no deterioration in training and uon-offensive equ- 
relatkms. no disapproval. An exp- ipment to Nicaragua, 
ression of concern, yes," Mr. Otherwise, he said. Nicaragua 
Hemu told reporters after a bre- might become dependent on the 
akfast meeting with Mr. Haig. Soviet Union. 



LONDON. Jan. 8 (R) — Severe 
weather with blizzards and fre- 
ezing temperatures swept across 
Europe today, isolating towns and 
throwing traffic on roads and rai- 
lways into chaos. 

Snow storms covered central 
and southern Britain, cutting 
power supplies to 12.000 homes 
and disrupting communications. 

London's Heathrow airport was 
struggling to keep one of its two 
runways clear and the other Lon- 
don airport at Gatwick was shut. 

The blizzards dumped 30 cen- 
timetres of snow in parts of the 
southwest of England and strong 
winds piled snowdrifts eight 2.5 
metres deep, cutting off four 
towns. 

Power lines came crashing 
down under the weight of snow, 
blacking out 12,000 homes in 
Devon and Cornwall. 

The heaviest snow storm of the 
winter shut down all services in the 
Irish capital, Dublin. In Scotland 
the mercury plunged to a bone- 
chilling 26 degrees below zero 
Centigrade, just one degree short 


of the coldest temperature ever 
recorded in the British Isles. 

Melting snow and rain sent 
West German rivers surging over 
their banks, flooding 'riverside 
communities and halting barge 
traffic on the Rhine and its tri- 
butaries. police said. 

In Bonn, sandbag barricades 
were erected to stop the river from 
inundating the ground floor of the 
parliament building. 

All barge traffic was stopped on 
the Rhine. Europe - s busiest inland 
waterway which in Cologne had 
risen 5.5 metres above normal. 

River police said fields were 
flooded as far as the Dutch border. 
Many communities bordering the 
Rhine, Moselle and Main rivets 
were flooded. 

A "snow hurricane" has hit the 
west of the Soviet Union, acc- 
ording to Moscow Radio’s Kal- 
iningrad correspondent. 

Telephone and power lines 
were down and airports and*roads 
closed. There was difficulty del- 
ivering food to remote villages and 
farms, according to the radio. 


"When a country like Nic- 
aragua applies to France, it's gen- 
erally a sign that it is seeking to 
escape being dependent" on the 
superpower. Mr. Hemu said. "1 
think our American friends should 
not be alarmed more than is nec- 
essary." 

The French government yes- 
terday announced plans to supply 
equipment and civilian technical 
experts to Nicaragua and train 10 
naval officers and" 1 0 pilots for the 
Central American nation. 



monitored in London. 

As rescue teams struggled to 
help flood victims in central Fra- 
nce. heavy snow fell on the north 
of the country. 

In southwest France, flooding 
began last month after days of 
heavy rain. Several districts of 
Bordeaux have been flooded and 
farmers evacuated from 230 hou- 
ses in the Tam and Garonne areas. 

Now rivers in central France 
have burst their banks. At Poi- 
tiers, the Gain rose 4.20 metres 
above its normal level, flooding 
dozens of houses, while at nearby 
Chateilerault police closed the 
town's three bridges across the 
. . Vienne. 

In Seine -et-Mame, the Marne 
broke its banks, flooding hun- 
dreds of hectares of farmland and 
isolating several small villages. 

Meanwhile, the first heavy snow 1 
of the winter fell on Paris today 
and also blocked roads in Nor- 
mandy and Brittany where it bro- 
ught down electricity cables in the 
Finistere region, cutting off 
10,000 people. 


Pentagon officials who asked 
not to be identified called the 
French move a "slap in the face." 
especially since it was announced 
on the day Mr. Hemu met with his 
U.S. counterpart. Defence Sec-, 
rotary Caspar Weinberger. 

"The French are pulling the rug 
out from under us." one Pentagon 
official said, citing Reagan adm- 
inistration policy of severing all 
aid to the Sandinista-led gov- 
ernment in Nicaragua. 

Asked whether the timing of the 
announcement was intentional or 
coincidental Mr. Hemu replied, 
"I will leave you to be the judge." 

Speaking with reporters after 
meeting with Mr. Weinberger, 
Mr. Hemu said, "The United Sta- 
tes had never informed France 
that it should not sell defence mat- 
erial to Nicaragua, and that cou- 
ntry hasjnever been named as sub- 
ject to a possible embargo... 

"France...is playing its proper 
political role." he said. "If one 
doesn't want a country to become 
dependent on one of the two sup- 
erpowers — in this case the Soviet 
Union — I think that our .Ame- 
rican friends should be glad that 
such a government goes to France 
rather than to the Soviet Union or 
Cuba when it seeks material that 
; n no case can be used offensively 
against the United States." 

Senior Reagan administration 
officials have expressed concern 
about Nicaragua's reported mil- 
itary buildup with weapons sup- 
plied by communist countries and 
allegedly funnelled through Cuba. 

Mr. Hemu said, however, that 
Sqviet shipments to Nicaragua 
amounted to 25 tanks and 12 art- 
illery pieces — "Period, par- 
agraph." 


Lorry driver ffouaad guilty of Los Amgeles freeway murders 


LOS .ANGELES, Jan. (R) — A 
34-year-old lorry diver has been 
convicted of the homosexual tor- 
ture murders of 1 0 boys and young 
men in what became known here 
as" the Los Angeles freeway mur- 
ders." 

The jury, which took six days to 
reach its verdict, cleared Wed- 
nesday the defendant. William 
Bonin,- of killing two other men. 

Bonin, who could receive the 
death penalty for the murders, sat 
quietly as the court clerk read the 
lengthy verdict. 

The prosecution charged Bonin 


with luring 12 boys and young 
men into his "death van."- where 
he sexually molested and killed 
them. He then dumped their bod- 
ies near the freeway, rhe network 
of highways that ring this spr- 
awling city. 

Many of the victims' friends and 
families sat in the first two rows of 
the crowded courtroom at the Los 
Angeles county criminal courts 
building. Some wept as the verdict 
was announced. 

The jury ruled that the murders 
fit the so-called "special cir- 
cumstances" required by Cal- 


ifornia law in order to seek a death 
penalty. A date for sentencing was 
not immediately set. 

Bonin's lawyer said he would 
appeal. 

During the trial a local tel- 
evision reporter. David Lopez tes- 
tified that Bonin told him he had 
killed 21 people, including 14- 
vear-old Sean King. But Bonin 
was found innocent of murdering 
King. 

Two alleged accomplices. 
James Munroe and Gregory 
Mfley, both 20, also gave evidence 
against him. They have pleaded 


guilty to murder charges and are 
awaiting sentencing. 

Bonin is the latest in a series of 
mass murderers to be convicted in 
California courts, rbe most not- 
orious being hippie cult leader 
Charles Manson, who is still beh- 
ind bars. 

Bonin was arrested on June 1 1. 
1980, when police discovered him 
committing a homosexual act with 
a youth in his van in the Hol- 
lywood Hills. 

According to evidence given at 
the two-month trial. Bonin’s you- 
ngest victim was 12 years old. 


Post story on 
Meese’s transfer 


WASHINGTON. Jan. 8 
(A.P.) — President Reagan 
today denounced as "abs- 
olutely untrue” a published 
report that White House aides 
are pushing for Counselor 
Edwin Me esc to leave his job 
and perhaps become attorney 
general. "This matter is made 
up out of whole cloth, and for 
those who don't understand 
what that means, it's absolutely 
untrue.” Mr. Reagan said in 
remarks relayed by a spo- 
kesman. In a story today, the 
Washington Post linked Mr. 
Mease's possible departure 
from the White House to the 
appointment last Monday of 
William Clark to a top job, os 
the president's national sec- 
urity adviser. "The reshuffling 
is contingent on Oark’s mas- 
tering his new role as President 
Reagan' s national security adv- 
iser. building a competent org- 
anisation at the National Sec- 
urity Council staff and cem- 
enting a strong relationship 
with White House Chief of 
Staff Janies A. Baker 111. these 
source said," the Post rep- 
orted . " AH that is likely to take 
from several months to a year." 
The Post said the shakeup was 
being advocated by Nancy 
Reagan and Michael K. Den- 
ver. deputy chief of staff, 
among others. But they or their 
spokesmen vehemently denied 
h. the story noted. 


Chad peacekeepers 
tp have better 
conditions to work 


ABIDJAN. Jan. 8 (R) — An 
emergency meeting in Lagos of 
countries contributing to the 
pan-African peace-keeping 
force in Chad has ended after 
adopting proposals to improve 
conditions for the troops, the 
Nigerian news agency NAN 
said today. The agency, mon- 
itored here, said officials tram 
Nigeria. Senegal and Zaire 
would submit to the Org- 
anisation of African Unity 
(OAU) their suggestions to 
"enhance the maintenance, 
welfare and -security of the tro- 
ops in Chad." It quoted a sta- 
tement issued after the two- 
day closed meeting as saying: 
"The proposals adopted will 
lead to the successful con- 
clusion of the peace-keeping 
efforts in Chad." The meeting, 
convened by Nigerian Pre- 
sident Shehu Shagari. also agr- 
eed on means of deploying the 
1500 troops the three cou- 
ntries have sent to Chad, NAN 
said. 

International jurors 
condemn Accra 

GENEVA, Jan. 8 (R) — The 
International Commission of 
Jurists (ICJ), an independent 
group of lawyers campaigning 
for legal rights, has condemned 
the setting up of tribunals in 
Ghana to try “crimes against 
the people." The Geneva- 
based ICJ said the ann- 
ouncement by the military 
coup leaders in Accra indicated 
that members of the civilian 
government and others would 
be tried on vague charges for 
acts that were lawful at the 
time, denied their defence 
rights and condemned by cou- 
rts without judicial experience. 
This would be in violation of all 
principles of the rule of law 1 , the 
ICJ said in a statement. 
"Ghana has highly qualified 
and courageous lawyers, a cap- 
able and independent judiciary 
and a tradition of fair criminal 
trials under procedures which 
ensure for defendants full 
rights.” the ICJ said. 


conies winner in Bemintca, tough times lie ahead 


Party’s (PQD) presidential can- 
didate. 

After Mr. Bosch’s overthrow, a 
triumvirate ruled for two years 
until the Dominican Rev- 
olutionary Party (PRD) launched 
an armed insurrection, which tur- 
ned into civil war and 20,000 U.S. 
Marines were sent in to restore 
peace. 

To avoid, or at least minimise, 
election violence Sen. Salvador 
Jorge Blanco, candidate of the rul- 
ing PRD. has begun negotiations 
with leaders of all parties to seek 
agreement on a peaceful and clean 
election campaign, and above all, 
respect for the results. 

Mr. Jorge Blanco, a liberal law- 
yer considered by many as fav- 
ourite to win the presidential race, 
is also trying to obtain a consensus 
for a change in the constitution to 
prohibit his re-election and that of 
future presidents. 

Given the long history of ele- 
ction violence in this country, 
which shares tbs Carribbean isl- 


and of Hispaniola with Haiti, no 
one is willing to bet that the May 
16 elections will pass off without 
bloodshed. But most independent 
observers agree polling will be rel- 
atively peaceful. 

Supporters of Mr. Balaguer's 
main opposition party admit they 
face an uphill task in trying to beat 
Mr. Jorge Blanco for the pre- 
sidency but say they believe the 
legislative race will be much clo- 
ser. 

“Our 12 years’ experience in 
government and the political sta- 
bility and economic growth we 
bought axe achievements that 
cannot easily be forgotten," a Bai- 
aguer spokesman said. 

The PRD has a five-seat maj- 
ority in the 91-member chamber 
of deputies but is the minority 
party in the 27-member Senate 
controlled by 16 reformists. 

More seats will be added in the 
new legislature to account for 
population growth. 

Although independent political 


analysts pick Mr. Jorge Blanco to 
win the presidency they are div- 
ided on the results of the con- 
gressional race. Some believe that 
by hanging on to Mr. Jorge Bla- 
nco’s coat tails PRD candidates 
have a good chance of winning 
control of both houses with per- 
haps an enhanced majority in tire 
chamber of deputies. Others, 
however, give the reformists a 
slight edge to retain control of the 
senate. 

But whatever the mathematics, 
all agree that despite the presence 
ofother competing parties the 
May elections will be a straight 
fight between the PDR and the 
PR. 

“Smaller parties wiD have to 
align themselves to one or the 
other of the two giants if they hope 
to survive" a long-time observer 
of the Dominican political scene 
said. 

Whoever wins will be faced with 
tough times ahead, especially in 
trying to revive a stagnant eco- 


nomy dependent to a large extent 
on sugar exports and with pro- 
viding jobs for the unemployed, 
now estimated at about 25 per 
cent of a million-strong work 
force. 

Sen. Jorge Blanco, 55, was the 
author of the general amnesty law 
of 1978 which emptied the oou- 
ntrys jails of political prisoners 
and. established the legal right of 
leftist parties to take part in pol- 
itical activity. 

He is a close friend and col- 
laborator of PRD party leader 
Francisco Pena Govez, who is also 
president of the Latin American 
branch of the Socialist Int- 
ernational. The left-of-centre lea- 
nings of Mr. Pena Gomez might 
play an unfluence in the foreign 
policies of a Jorge Blanco adm- 
inistration. 

During the Guzman presidency 
which adhered strictly to an anti- 
communist line, Mr. Pena Gomez 
was excluded from government 


decision making. But Mr. Jorge 
Blanco has promised that if he 
wins he will govern “with one foot 
in the palace and the other in the 
party.” 

The military has pledged to 
remain neutral and respect the 
results of the May elections and 
indications are that it will keep its 
promise. 

In the 1978 elections, the mil- 
itary suspended vote counting 
when a Guzman victory trend aga- 
inst Mr. Baiaguer became app- 
arent. The count was resumed 
only after persuasion from Was- 
hington. 

Mr. Guzman thus went on to 
become the first Dominican pre- 
sident this century to unseat his 
predecessor democratically. 

Diplomatic observers said that 
it as expected, the May elections 
pass of relatively peacefully then a 
strong foundation stone for the 
continuation of democracy in this 
oountty would have been laid. 




